
Morphy arrives In Damascus 

MA^SCyS — U5. Assistant Secretary of State Richard 
Murphy arrived hetcScaday from Baghdad for talk* with Syrian 
officials on the prospects for Middle Eastpeace, Western dip- 
lomatic sources said. Mr. Murphy, on a Middle East tour sHira 
Apnl 13, is invest i g atin g Arab proposals for reviving talks ou an 
Arab-Israelt se tt l e ment. He has so far visited Jordan, Tisract, 
Egypt and Iraq and is expected to go later to Saudi Arabia. 
Dpomais said Syria would talk “politely” to Mr. Murphy, but 
would give him “nothing.” State-run Damascus Radio last ■ 
week that Mr. Murphy wcmld bear from S yrian exactly 

wfaathehadteairdiapreviotBvirits^^Qig frriti shn rg ^m ^ 
change...” 



Major resistance’attack reported 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The "Lebanese Resistance front” announced 
Sunday that one of its men carried out a suicide attack on Israeli 
occupation troops in South Lebanon and at least 120 Israeli 
soldiers were killed or wounded in die early morning attack, the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra, reported from Beirut. It quoted a 
statement issued by the front as identifying the suicide bomber as 
Malek Wahbi. who, according to the statement, drove a truck 
loaded with 1,000 kilogrammes of TNT into an Israeli convoy 
composed of four armoured personnel carriers, four tanks and an 
H unspecified number of vehicles near the eastern entrance to the 
■\Qasmieh Bridge that links Sidon with Tyre. The Israeli army 
denied the report and stud they had no information of such an 
attack ou Sunday. But the French News Agency (AFP) reported 
'"die sound of large explosion in the area and said it could not 
obtain more details immediately. 
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Sultan Qaboos 
arrives tomorrow 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal 

Coart announced Sunday that &iL 

tan Qaboos Ibn Sa’idof Oman wiff 
arrive on April 23 for estate visit 
of several days. The Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, said Sultan 
Qaboos would par tic ip ate in die 
April 25 inauguration of a new 
feny link between Aqaba and the 
Egyptian port of Nnweibe. His 
Majesty King Hussein and Egy- 
ptian President Hosni Mubarak 
wifl officially open the line in two 
ceremonies, one in Nuwcibe’ and 
the other one in Aqaba latex in the 
day, officials quoted by Renter 
said. 

Tindemans due 
here on May 1 

AMMAN (Petra) — Belgian For- 
eign Minister Leo Tindemans is 
due here on May 1 for an official ' 
visit expected to last two days. 
During the visit the Belgian min- 
ister will bold talks with Jordanian 
officials on developments in the 
Middle East region and relations 
between Jordan and Belgium. 

Israelis kill 2 
civilians in Lebanon 

SIDON (R) — Israeli soldiers shot 
dead two people when they fixed 
on civ ilians trying to cross into 
Israeli-occupied territory in South i 
Lebanon, security sources said. 
They said one of the bodies was 
recovered from the Iitani River 
forming part erf Israel’s occupation , 
lines after the incident Saturday 
morning. 

. Arafat arrives . - 
in Dhaka today 

DHAKA (AP) — Yasser Arafat, 
chairman of the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO), arr- 
ives here Monday on a three-day 
state visit at the invitation of Pre- 
sident General Hossain Moh- 
ammad Ershad, the Foreign Off- 
ice announced Saturday. The 
announcement said the two lea- 
ders will exchange views on sub- 
jects of common interest bat gave 
no details. Diplomatic sources 
here said the Middle East problem 
and the 54- month-old Iran-Iraq 
war would be discussed. Mr. Ara- 
fat, who also visited Bangladesh in 
1981 and 1983, wfll be acc- 
ompanied by high PLO officials, 
the announcement said. 

Israeli cabinet 
approves free 
trade agreement 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The Israeli 
government approved on Sunday 
a free trade pact with the United 
States which will open the two 
countries’ markets to each other’s 
goods without tariff barriers. Cab- 
inet Secretary Yossi Beilin said. 
The decision made at foe weekly 
cabinet meeting, was the last step 
necessary before foe two countries 
sign their agreement on foe free 
trade rone. Israel Radio reported 
that foe agreement would be sig- - 
ned in Washington on Monday by 
Industry and Trade Minister Ariel 
Sharon and by the VJS. commerce 
secretary. But it pointed out that 
the agreement would not come 
into force until after in foe year 
because it has not yet been app- 
roved by Congress. 
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Ali, Rifai brief King on results 
of joint committee meetings 

Jordanian- Egyptian statement outlines 
programmes to boost bilateral relations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein received at A1 Nadwa Palace Sunday 
Egyptian Prime Minister Kamal Hassan Ali, 
who conveyed to him greetings from Egy- 
ptian President Hosni Mubarak wishing him 
continuing success in the leadership of the 
Jordanian people towards farther progress 
and prosperity. 


’ Mr. Ali, who arrived here Sat- 
urday on a three-day visit and 
Prime Minister Zaid Al Rifai bri- 
efed foe King on the results of 
meetings of the Joint Jordanian- 
Egyptian Higher Committee and 
foe achievements it made upon 
the directives of King Hussein and 
President Mubarak aiming at ser- 
ving foe common interest of the 
.two peoples, foe Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra, said. Attending 
the meeting, which was held over a 
working dinner, were His Royal 
Highness Clown Prince Hassan, 
Royal Court Chief Marwan AI 
Qasem, Court Minister Ad nan 
Abu Odeh and Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief General 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker as well as 
members of the two sides in the 
joint committee. 

Later on Sunday, Crown Prince 
Hassan hsM talks with Mr. Aiiand 
Egyptian Agriculture and Food 
Security Minister Yousef Wall in a 
meeting attended by Mr. Rifai. 

Egyptian Ambassador Ihab 
Wahbe later hosted a dinner at the 
Intercontinental hotel in honour 
of the visiting Egyptian delegation 
beaded by Mr. AIL 

Meanwhile, foe committccoon- 


■duded its meetings in Amman 
Sunday by issuing a press sta- 
tement summarising decisions and 
recommendations reached cov- 
ering bilateral cooperation in 
trade, economic, tourist, agr- 
icultural, manpower, information 
and other fields. 

Following is foe text of the press 
statement: 

"The Joint Jordanian-Egyptian 
Higher Committee held a meeting 
in Amman on April 20 and 21, 
1985, under the co-chairmanship 
of Jordanian Prime Minister Zaid 
A3 Rifai and Egyptian Prone Min- 
ister Kamal Hassan AIL” 

The meeting is considered as an 
embodiment of an agreement 
between His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and President Hosni Mub- 
arak and a reaffirmation of foe 
importance of bolstering relations 
between foe two countries... _ . 

The committee reviewed ach- 
ievements made so far, which 
emphasise foe seriousness of foe 
joint action and its imp- 
lementation by both countries for 
the sake of fulfilling the asp- 
irations of the Egyptian and Jor- 
danian people. The two sides have 
fulfilled achievements that bec- 


ame a concrete fact, representing 
a new reality that benefits both 
countries and stands out as a good 
example for cooperation among 
other Arab countries. 

In the field of trade, foe com- 
mittee has revised what has been 
achieved of the trade protocols 
signed in 1984 and 1985, and foe 
bank credit facilities that had been 
opened to facilitate their imp- 
lementation. 

The committee decided to take 
measures to speed up the exe- 
cution of a balanced trade tra- 
nsaction agreement that was sig- 
ned in 1984 which is worth $110 
million and decided that ins- 
titutions in both countries be gra- 
nted powers to cany out its imp- 
lementation. 

The committee discussed pro- 
posals for developing trade exc- 
hange between Jordan and Egypt 
andmereasing foe volume of trade 
in 1986 to $250 million, shared 
equally, and increasing foe vol- 
ume steadily in the future. 

The committee recommended 
the removal of all obstacles imp- 
eding the flow of products bet- 
ween the two countries and dec- 
ided to sign an agreement to org- 
anise the payment in accordance 
with an affiliated agreement to be 
signed between the central banks 
of Jordan and Egypt. 

. .In the field of economy and tec- 
hnical cooperation the committee 
derided to sign a trade and eco- 
nomic and technical cooperation 
agreement which will serve ts an 
umbrella for all activities in these 
fields, and agreed in principle to 
establish a joint $50 million- 
capital company shared equally by 
each side. 


This company mil be charged 
with carrying out joint agr- 
icultural, commercial and tourist 
projects and will market its pro- 
ducts internally and abroad and 
also set up a joint fishing company 
to operate in foe Gulf of Aqaba. 

The committee revised the ach- 
ievements in transport, par- 
ticularly measures taken so far for 
inaugurating the Jand-sea route 
between Aqaba and Nuweibeh 
which is considered a remarkable 
achievement and a genuine feat 
aimed at linking both countries 
with other Arab countries and 
promoting trade, tourism and tra- 
nsport between Arab countries. 
The route will be inaugurated on 
April 25. 

In the field of tourism, foe 
committee agreed that the min- 
isters of tourism of both countries 
will draw up an executive pro- 
gramme aimed at revitalising tou- 
rism between the two countries 
with foe most efficient utilisation 
of foe land-sea route and to pre- 
pare an executive programme to 
promote rnte matronal tourism 
programmes for Jordan and Egypt 
through foe marketing of both 
countries tourist attractions abr- 
oad as a single unit- In this respect 
the two rides agreed to conclude a 
commercial agreement between 
the national airlines of both cou- 
ntries to activate tourism. 

In foe field of agriculture, the 
committee decided to coordinate 
Jordanian and Egyptian policies in 
agricultural production m a man- 
ner to achieve integration by mee- 
ting agricultural needs of both 
countries and the products will be 

(Continued on page 2) 



ENVOYS PRESENT CREDENTIALS: His (clockwise): Soviet Ambassador Alexander Zinchuk, Nigerian Amb- 
Mqjesfy King Hnssdn Sunday receives the credentials of four newly- assador Hty Al Gombi, Portuguese Ambassador Lewis Ferreira and 
to Jordan. The four new ambassadors are Finnid i Ambassador Jurki Aimooen (Petrs photo) 



Non-aligned states urge 


isolation of 

NEW DELHI (R) — Delegates 
from foe Non-Aligned Movement 
Sunday adopted a declaration cal- 
ling for foe isolation of South Afr- 
ica and demanding an urgent mee- 
ting of foe United Nations Sec- 
urity Council over Namibia 
(South West Africa). 

The declaration noted with 
grave concern vetos exercised by 
Western states which it said had 
prevented foe U.N. Security Cou- 
ncil taking effective measures aga- 
inst Pretoria. 

Condemning South Africa’s 
plan to set up an interim gov- 
ernment in Namibia, foe dec- 
laration said that if South African 
intransigence persisted, the only 
option was comprehensive, man- 
datory sanctions. 


S. Africa 

Delegates from 89 states att- 
ending the extraordinary meeting 
in Delhi of the movement’s coo- 
rdinating committee oa Namibia 
urged U.N. member states to cut 
all links with Pretoria. 

Pending imposition of man- 
datory sanctions, the declaration 
said measures should include sev- 
erance of diplomatic relations, 
imposition of an oil embargo, a- 
polity of disinvestment, and a 
strict sports and cultural boycott. 

The Delhi meeting called on all 
non-aligned and U.N. states to 
intensify diplomatic and military 
aid to foe South West African 
Peoples Organisation, the group 
waging a guerrilla war against 
South Africa's control of the ter- 
ritory. 


LEGASPI, Philippines (Agendes) 
— At least 44 people were killed 
and more than 50 injured Sunday 
when a fire set off by an explosion 
swept through a cinema, police 
said. 

Thefire, atTabaco in foe central 
Philippines, 30 kilometres north of 
Leg&spi, spread quickly through 
the cinema on foe second flow* of a 
shopping arcade. 

“People jumped out of foe win- 
dows and some were trampled 
upon by others fighting to get out 
of the burning cinema,” police 
Colonel Cesar AveriDa told Reu- 
ters. Only two died of burns. 

More than 22 people had been 
■afonitted to four hospitals and oth- 
ers allowed to leave after receiving 
.first aid. 


out and at least six children under 
10 were among the dead. The Phi- 
lippine News .Agency (PNA) said 
most people died near the exits and 
on the staircase of the cinema. 

Police said the fire gutted only 
one theatre but people in an adj- 
acent one, which apparently was 
more crowded, panicked too when 
they heard the screams next door. 

He said initial investigation 
showed the fire was triggered by an 
e xplndo n that investigators tho- 
ught was tite result of faulty ele- 
ctrical wiring. 

He replied, “I don’t think so” 
when asked if there was a pos- 
sibility the explosion was that of a 
bomb. 


44 killed, 53 injured in 
Philippines cinema fire 

Some 800 people were packed 
into Cineraa-2 when the fire broke 



His Mqjesty King Hussein Sunday receives Prime Minister Zaid Rifai (left) and Egyptian Prime Min- 
ister Kama! Hasan Ali (Petra photo) 


Israel sets June 1 as deadline 
for final pullout from Lebanon 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The 
Israeli cabinet Sunday set June 1 
as foe date for foe final withdrawal 
of Israel’s troops from Lebanon, a 
government minister said. 

Energy Minister Moshe Sh ahal 
disclosed foe date to reporters fol- 
lowing an eight-hour cabinet mee- 
ting. 

The vote to approve the timing 
of foe final pullout was 17 to 3, 
government officials said. 

The Israeli armed forces radio 
reported that the government also 
agreed on the establishment of a 
“security” rone in South Lebanon 
following the withdrawal. 

It gave no details about its size 
or the extent of any future Israeli 
direct involvement in the area. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin is known to favour an eight 
io 15 kilometre deep buffer zone 
patrolled by the Israeli-backed 
"South Lebanon Army" (SLA) 
militiamen and local Shfite mil- 


itias. 

Hardline cabinet members, 
such as former Defence Minister 
Ariel Sharon and Foreign Min- 
ister Yitzhak Shamir, have said 
foe belt is insufficient to provide 
"security" for northern Israel. 

Israeli news media said Mr. 
Rabin was proposing that SLA 
militiamen and local "home 
guard” militias take over ind- 
ividual villages inside foe pro- 
posed rone, Mr. Sharon has said 
.Israel should keep control of a, 
rone stretching at least 30 kil- 
ometres north of the border. 

Meanwhile, Israeli forces began 
dismantling key military ins- 
tallations in the South Lebanese 
port city of Tyre Sunday and wit- 
nesses quoted by the Associated 
Press said the troop’s appeared 
ready to pull out from foe zone "at 
any moment.’’ 

Lebanese reporters in Tyre said 
Israeli troops also were burning 


documents and blowing up equ- 
ipment they did not plan to take 
back. 

The reporters said the Israelis 
were seen moving boxes from 
their main military intelligence 
headquarters. 

A convoy of 70 Israeli army 
trucks arrived in Tyre from the 
border town of Naqoura Sunday 
morning to pick up troops and 
gear, they said. 

Israeli military sources have 
said foe army is about to complete 
the second stage of the wit- 
hdrawal, a pullout from eastern 
Lebanon's Bekaa Valley — where 
Israeli troops face the Syrian army 
— and from Tyre. 

The Cabinet decided in pri- 
nciple on a withdrawal in Januaty 
amid rising Israeli casualties from 
resistance attacks which have sur- 
passed that of the Palestiniansdur- 
ing the 34-month occupation. 


Marlboro cigarettes go on 
sale in Jordanian market 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


Iraq cites 
4 conditions 
to end 
Gulf war 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Pre- 
sident Saddam Hussein has set out 
four conditions for ending foe 
Gulf war with Iran, the Iraqi News 
Agency (1NA) reported Sunday. 

These were a ceasefire, a troop 
withdrawal to international bor- 
ders, an exchange of all prisoners 
and direct or indirect negotiations 
between the two countries. 

Negotiations should be based 
on the principle of non- 
interference in each other's int- 
ernal affairs. President Hussein 
told a meeting Saturday in Mosul, 
400 kilometres north of here. 

The people of Iraq and Iran 
should live freely on their res- 
pective lands and both countries 
should play a positive role in the 
stability and peace of the region, 
he said. 

He said Iraq had told United 
Nations and other officials Iraq 
considered these principles to be 
just and to meet its rights without 
harming Iran's rights. 

President Hussein said Iran was 
still refusing and insisting on war. 

"They are massing their troops 
once again. Bui we tell them their 
fate will be pitch black and if they 
ny again (to attack), they will reap 
nothing but defeat and disgrace." 

A Defence Ministry weekly, Al 
Yarmouk, said Sunday Iraq was 
preparing a big“surprise” for Iran 
and the present lull on the Gulf 
warfrom would not last long. 

The silence on the warfrom. was 
"foe silence that precedes the hur- 
ricane," it said. 

"Iraq’s previous surprises such 
as blockading Iranian ports, rai- 
ding Tehran and (launching) mis- 
sile attacks were far less than the 
great surprise that will bring 
peace,” the weekly said. 

On Saturday Jordan said Iran 
had completed preparations for a 
new offensive against Iraq and 
warned “against this aggressive 
Iranian trend in spite of int- 
ernational and regional int- 
ercession to end the conflict, and 
of Iraq’s acceptance of these peace 
missions.” 

A Jordanian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman was quoted as saying 
that information available to the 
Jordanian government indicated 
that foe Iranians were preparing 
for the offensive. 


AMMAN — Marlboro cigarettes 
can now be legally bought for 500 
fils a packet from specified sho- 
pping stores in foe Kingdom after 
an agreement was reached with 
Philip Morris Inc., producers of 
the brand. 

Foreign cigarettes were first int- 
roduced to the Jordanian market 
by the Ministry of Supply last 
November but were limited to 
Winston, Rothmans and Kent, 
which were considered very pop- 
ular among Jordanian smokers. 

Marlboro cigarettes, one of foe 
most popular brands here, were 
not introduced in November for 
two reasons. First, the man- 
ufacturing company considered 
foe Jordanian market as very 
small and limited. Second, the 
company had already given imp- 
ort rights to a local agent who was 
awaiting a government lift on the 
ban on foreign cigarettes to import 
the brand. 


BEIRUT (R) — Syria has invited 
Lebanese Muslim leaders for talks 
in Damascus to try to heal a split 
caused by a bloody inter-militia 
street battle in west Beirut last 
week, caretaker Prime Minister 
Rashid Kararai said Sunday. 

Socialist. ShCite and Sunni Mus- 
lim religious and political leaders 
had been invited to foe meeting, to 
be held on Tuesday, he said. 

"Fighting between brothers is 
unacceptable... we call for a cor- 
rection of the sad situation which 
exacts a high price from national 
unity,” Mr. Karami told reporters. 

Mr. Karami, who resigned after 
Tuesday night’s 15-hour battle in 
the mainly Muslim sector of the 
capital, said after returning from 
talks in Damascus on Friday that 
Syria had promised measures "to 
correct the situation.*’ 

Following 3 briefing by Mr. 
Karami, Sunni leaders issued a 
statement Saturday saying they 
were keen "to rise above wounds" 
i nfl i c ted when Progressive Soc- 
ialist Party (PSP) and Shi'ite 
"AraaT militia badly beat mostiy 
Sunni Murabitoun fighters during 
foe battle. 

No details have emerged so far 
of what steps Syria, the main 


The Ministry of Supply has rep- 
ortedly reached an agreement 
with the manufacturing company 
and foe local agent under which 
the agent would split salesjprofits 
with foe government, informed 
sources told foe Jordan Times. 

They said foe manufacturing 
company was not very anxious to 
introduce its product to the Jor- 
danian market as Marl boros were 
already made available through 
smugglers. Illegally imported 
Marl boros were sold for prices 
reaching up to 650 fils a packet. 

The sources said Philip Morris 
Inc. would not be selling much 
more Marlboro cigarettes in Jor- 
dan than it was already sellin'*,. 

The imported Marlboro cig- 
arettes now in foe market ca.Ty a 
label saying "Specially imported 
for Jordan." Tbe other foreign 
brands carry a label saying "Imp- 
orted for the Ministry of Supply." 

The labels also say: "Smoking 
results in lung cancer and heart 
diseases." It is signed by the Min- 
istry of Health. 


power broker in Lebanon since 
foe Beirut government adopted a 
pro-Syrian stance a year ago. 
might take. 

Sources in the mainly-Druze 
PSP and foe Am a! movement 
blamed Iasi week's battle on Pal- 
estinians loyal to Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) lea- 
der Yasser Arafat, a bitter Syrian 
foe. 

There is, no evidence that Pal- 
estinian factions were involved, 
though individual Palestinians 
may have fought. 

Mr. Karami wants all mil- 
itiamen off the streets and the 
army to take control. The PSP and 
Amal last week set up a 300-man 
"strike force'* to patrol west Bei- 
rut. 

Murabitoun leader Ibrahim 
Koleilat, in exile since foe PSP 
defeated his fighters iu sireet bat- 
tles early last year, has suggested 
his movement would retaliate. 

Beirut’s press quoted him as 
saying; "Our... eclipse will help us 
reorganise effectively to crush the 
plot aimed at Beirut, its inh- 
abitants and the Murabitoun." 

Dissident Amal leader kIDed in 
Bdrut, page 2 


Syria invites Lebanese 
Muslim leaders for talks 
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Sudanese army impatient 
with bickering politicians 


KHARTOUM (R) — The patience of Sudan’s army 
coup leaders may be fraying as, with problems of 
famine and rebellion looming large, polidcial bic- 
kering in Khartoum frustrates forming a caretaker 
civilian cabinet. 


Western diplomats said Gen- 
eral Abdul Rahman Swa- 
reddahab. 51, the army leader 
who ousted President Jaafar 
Numeiri on April 6, seemed keen 
to give politicians a chance to res- 
olve differences on a cabinet 
which he says is to govern under 
army supervision for a 12-month 
transition period. 

But they said others in a 15-man 
military council might favour an 
army-imposed solution and mea- 
sures to regulate political activity 
if deadlock persists. 

The problems are awesome in 
the near-bankrupt AFrican nation 
of 22 million inhabitants. 

Gen. Swareddahab. asking the 
world for more famine relief; said 
Satruday a million children in 
Sudan might starve to death. 

On Thursday, the rebel Sud- 
anese People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA } said in a radio broadcast it 
was renewing the guerrilla war in 
south Sudan, ending a brief truce 
with the army that followed the 
end of Mr. Numeiri' s 1 6 years of 
autocratic rule. 

The military has yet to react 
publicly to the apparent SPLA 
decision to spurn a Swareddahab 
offer of talks with John Garang, 


the U.S.-educated dissident col- 
onel who leads the insurgents, 
while one politician from the mos- 
tly non-Muslim, Christian and 
pagan south who knows Garang 
said the SPLA move puzzled him. 

Party sources are vague when 
questioned by reporters on why it 
is taking so long to form an interim 
government. Diplomats say a list 
of names was submitted at one 
point, then withdrawn. 

Politicians from the south cle- 
arly have problems. 

Gen. Swareddahab last week 
addressed some of the grievances 
in the south that fuelled the reb- 
ellion there. He said he would rev- 


gle committee, based in Juba, 
should exercise overall guidance 
of southern affairs during the tra- 
nsition. 

Mr. Gual said an offer of three 
cabinet jobs to the south, the 
home of five million Sudanese, 
was also not enough, although his 
group, a front called the southern 
Sudanese Political Association, 
saw it as a first step. 

But another southern faction 
led by university professors said it 
planned to submit a rival list of 
cabinet nominees and that Mr. 
Gual's group included ex-Nuraeiri 
collaborators . 

Lam Akol Ajawin. an eng- 
ineering lecturer, also objected to 
a soldier being made head of the 
Juba-based regional authority. 

Among northern politicians, 
meanwhile, mutual charges of 
having collaborated with Numeiri 
were traded between the Com- 
munists and the Islamic fun- 



ise the implementation of the Sha- . damentalist Muslim Brotherhood. 



ALI VISITS MONUMENT: Egyptian 

Prime Minis ter Kamal Hassan All Sunday waters 
the ‘tree of life’ at the Martyrs Monument in 


Amman. Mr. AH is on a three-day official visit to 
Jordan (Petra photo) 


Joint statement outlines programmes 


na (Islamic Law) imposed by 
Numeiri in 1983 and rescind an 
unpopular Numeiri carve-up of 
the previously autonomous region 
into three. 

Southern politicians objected 
that he still seemed to intend to 
leave the south divided until the 
end of the proposed 12-month 
transitional period of miliiarv- 
supervised rule. 

But one of them, Peter Gat- 
kuoth Gual, told Reuters the mil- 
itary had now agreed to meet this 
objection by proposing that a sin- 


KJiartoum politicians said they 
judged Gen. Swareddahab sincere 
in pledging full civilian rule in 
about a year. But as the discord 
continued on an interim cabinet, 
some Sudanese thought the army 
might not be too sorry to let this 
illustrate to the man-in-the-street 
the futility of a political revival. 

Two earlier bouts of civil rule 
ended in coups, with the army say- 
ing in 1958 and again in 1969 
when Numeiri took power that 
party squabbling had made Sudan 
ungovernable. 


(Continued from page 1) 


exchanged according to the needs 
of both sides which will also exc- 
hange expertise in fisheries and 
veterinary medicine. 

The committee decided to set 
up a standing committee to 'ach- 
ieve coordination between dev- 
elopment schemes of Egypt and 
Jordan and supervise the exc- 
hange of expertise in planning in 
general. 

It also decided to carry out 


the field of exchanging expertise 
and information in energy affairs 
and in prospecting for oil. inc- 
reasing technical cooperation in 
scientific research between the 
Royal Scientific Society and the 
Egyptian Scientific Research 
Academy. It also agreed to inc- 
rease telephone communications 
channels between Egypt and Jor- 
dan and to draw up an executive 
programme to achieve this goal. 

In the field of manpower, the 
’ committee reviewed what has 
comprehensive coordination 


m 


Political parties back in business in post-coup Sudan 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuter 


KHARTOUM — “Welcome to 
Sudan which has become a haven 
of democracy.*' General Abdul 
Rahman Swareddahab told fore- 
ign journalists after he ended 16 
years of autocratic rule by Presi- 
dent Jaafar Numeiri. 

A grey-haired career soldier, 
Swareddahab. 51, says the milit- 
ary will restore civilian rule in 
. about a year. 

As various factions re-emerge 
’and contend, it is anybody’s guess 
which direction the Afro-Arab 
country of 23 million people will 
eventually take. 

The politicians will have to sort 
themselves out first. Some were 
banned, others jailed, exiled or 
courted then purged by Mr. 
Numeiri, whose Sudan Socialist 
Union SSD was the sole legal 
party until the military take-over. 

Within hours of the April 6 
coup, political parties suppressed 
by Mr. Numeiri hit the streets. 
Thousands of activists marched 
on General Command Headquar- 
ters demanding civilian rule. Ban- 
ners proclaimed allegiances 
across the spectrum, from Com- 
munism to the Islamic fun- 
damentalist Muslim Brother- 
hood. 

Two weeks later, there are 36 
political parties and 86 trade un- 
ions back in business. Party ral- 
lies are being held daily in Khar- 
toum, reported uncensored by 


official media. 

“Sixteen years of political sup- 
pression by Mr. Numeiri might 
have curtailed the parties’ activi- 
ties but... here we are behaving 
as if we never stopped,” said a 
party official. 

Politicians say Gen. Swaredda- 
hab is sincere in pledging to take 
the army back to barracks. 

Two days after the coup, which 
followed a general strike and riots 
against^ Mr. Numeiri. who was 
then in the United States, the 
army began talks with politicians 
on a civilian cabinet to run the 
country under, military supervi- 
sion for 12 months. 

The military “are just qot in- 
terested in perpetuating their 
rule. They are even keeping their 
ranks. They give the impression 
they are seconded from the 
armed forces for a temporary 
assignment." Sadek A1 Mabdi of 
the Ummah Party told Reuters. 

But heady optimism among 
politicians and intellectuals is 
tempered by memories of pre- 
Numeiri experiments in demo- 
cracy. 

The army staged a coup under 
General Ibrahim Abboud just 
two years after independence 
from Britain in 1956. contending 
that party bickering made Sudan 
ungovernable. 

A wave of unrest toppled Gen. 
Abboud in '1966 but renewed 
party squabbles meant that suc- 


cessive governments failed to res- 
tore a crippled economy and end 
a bush war in mainly Christian 
and pagan south Sudan. 

Another coup, in 1969. 
brought in Numeiri, then a young 
colonel and admirer of the late 
Gamal Abdul Nasser of Egypt, 
whose first act was to make peace 
in the south. 


er). His forces stormed Khar- 
toum in January 1SS5 and slew 
British Governor-General Cha- 
rles George Gordon. 

Ummah leader, Sadek A1 
Mahdi. a descendant of the 19th 
Century warrior and educated at 
Oxford, England, became prime 
minister in 1966 at the age of 30. 


Also bidding to end a resumed 
rebellion in the south. Gen. 
Swareddahab has rescinded an 
unpopular administrative reorga- 
nisation of the region, restoredlts 
autonomy, offered to meet guer- 
rilla leaders and pledged to revise 
Sharia (Islamic Law), which the 
southerners want abolished. 


Mr. Mahdi has an edge over 
rivals in that he never collabo- 
rated with Numeiri, who fre- 
quently made allies of various 
groups then purged them, setting 
one against another. Mr. Mahdi 


Mr. Tourabi, freed by the 
army, says the Brothers cooper- 
ated with Numeiri to avoid blood- 
shed and concedes that some 
aspects of Sharia need revising. 
The Brothers have less support 
than the Ummah but are well- 
organised and received funds 
from supporters in Gulf Arab 
states. 


Western diplomats say memor- 
ies of the past may have matured 
political leaders enough for them 
to be serious about denying the 
military a pretext for taking" out- 
right power. 

But while the proposed interim 
cabinet may be non-political, par- 
ties are gearing up to campaign 
for an expected election. 

Front-runners include the 
Ummah, the Union Democratic 
Party and the Muslim Brother- 
hood. South Sudan has its own 
political front. 

The Ummah is a liberal 
nationalist group linked religious- 
ly with the Ansar sect, formed in 
a revolt a century ago against 
Anglo-Egypcion rule led by the 
Mahdi (the awaited spiritual lead- 


spt^ned a 1978 Numeiri call for 
reconciliation which led several , 
other politicians, including Mus- 
lim Brothers, to take cabinet 
posts. 

The Ummah. with strongholds 
in the western provinces of Dar- 
fur and Kurdfan, claims millions 
of supporters. Mr. Mahdi has 
denounced the harsh Sharia im- 
posed by Numeiri in 1983. 


The Union Democratic Party is 
a loose rightist alliance which 
political sources say ' could, 
together with the Ummah, win 
two-thirds of an electoral vote. 
But some of its leaders held office 
under Numeiri — one was Vice- 
President Taher Bakr. 


been achieved and the Egyptian 
prime minister lauded Jordan’s 
treatment of Egyptian nationals 
living in Jordan. 

In the information field, the 
committee approved an agr- 
eement signed by the two sides 
aimed at achieving cooperation 
and coordination between them in 
television, radio and press and 
also aimed at establishing a pro- 
gramme of joint radio and tel- 
evision transmission. 

Several agreements were signed 
Sunday, April 21. 1985 covering 
bilateral cooperation in economic, 
commercial, technical and cultural 
fields aimed at bolstering bilateral 
cooperation in addition to an agr- 
eement between businessmen 


The Communists were Numeiri 
allies in the first two years of his 
rule but were purged in 1971 after 
being involved in one of several 
bids to oust him. 


The Muslim Brotherhood was 
last associated with Numeiri at 
the time Sharia W3S imposed. Its 
leader, Hassan AJ Tourabi, was 
foreign policy adviser to Numeiri, 
'who later jailed him. 


' Diplomats call that a stroke of 
luck for the Brothers in view of 
popular hostility to floggings and- 
amputations under Sharia and an 
army decision to detain Numeiri 
aides. 


Numeiri escaped from a room 
whe're he was detained in the 
Republican Palace, rallied sup- 
port and ruthlessly crushed the 
uprising. 

Diplomats in the region say the 
rebel Sudan People's liberation 
Army, with up to 15,000 guerril- 
las active in the south, has leftist 
leanings. 

It has spurned peace talks, 
pledging to fight on until what it 
calls “a greedy minority" that has 
held power since independence is 
swept away. 


from Jordan and Egypt (See page 

The committee agreed to hold 
its next meeting in Cairo in Oct- 
ober of this year. 

The final session was attended 
on the Jordanian side by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Education Abdul Wahab A1 Maj- 
ali. Minister of Labour and Social 
Development Khaled AlHaj Has- 
san, Foreign Minister Taher A1 
Masri, Minister of Industry and 
Trade Raja’i AJ Mu’asher, Min- 
ister of Transport Farhi Obeid, 
Minister of Planning Abdullah 
Nsour, Minister of Higher Edu- 
cation Nasseruddin AJ Assad, 
Minister .of Agricultdre Ahmad 
Dakhqan, Minister of Inf- 
ormation; Culture, Tourism and 
Antiquities Mohammad A1 Kha- 
tib, Jordan’s ambassador to Egypt 
Hussein Hamami and a number of 
aides. 

On the Egyptian side, the mee- 
ting was attended by Minister of 
Manpower and Vocational Tra- 
ining Sa’ad Mohammad Ahmad, 
Minister of Information Safwat A1 
Sharif, Minister of Planning 
Ahmad Janzouri, Minister of Agr- 
iculture and Food Security Yuscf 
Wali, Minister of Industry Moh- 
ammad Abdul Wahab, Minister of 
Economy and Foreign Trade 
Mohammad Sultan Abu Ali. Ass- 
istant Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Abdul H a lim Badawi, Egyptian 
Ambassador to Jordan DaaoWah- 
beh and a number of aides and 
specialists. 


Benjedid’s U.S. visit 
opens new era in 
bilateral relations 


By I Afltdoni 
in Washington 


WASHINGTON — The visit of 
Algerian President Chadli Ben- 
jedid to Washington earlier this 
week, the first-ever by an Alg- 
erian leader to the US. since the 
independence of Algeria has ope- 
ned a new era in American- 
Algerian relations, characterised 
by direct Mid stronger bilateral 
ties — a goal that both sides have 
sought but seem to have different 
concepts of. 

For a while the American adm- 
inistration, as reflected in official 
and uno fficial statements, ant- 
icipates that this development 
would reinforce Algeria as an 
emerging “ moderate’ T state which 
could play a vital role in settling 
the “imbalances in North Africa 
and the Middle East through its 
“ influ ence” and “credibility.' 


join a Syrian sponsored plan to 
revive the “Arab steadfastness 
and confrontation front” to 
the Jordanian-PLO accord, £ 
signs of the '‘emerging Algerian 
moderation”. 

The American administration b 
apparently hoping to gain a “res- 
pectable and credible friend 
North Africa and The Middle E- 
asT which bolds “important keys 
to solving the numerous and com- 
plex problems in both areas. 

“Algeria has many assets and 
influences in these areas and we 
would like to enhance our rel- 
ations and cooperation wnh it", 
said a government official a few 
hours prior to the arrival of 
Benjeaid to Washington. 

This comment seemed to sun 
up the American conception of 
future Aigerian-American rel- 
ations especially regarding efforts 
to lift the peace process in the 


htaAtaS--, Middle East off the ground. 


ely held assumption here that in 

been stuffing toraore “moderate^ 
policies and away from the rev- 
olutionary anti-American rhetoric 
which had characterised the post- 
independence years. 

American officials insist that it 
is still premature to talk about an 
arms deal between the U.S. and 
Algeria. They say that enhancing 


clear during the. talks it “will sup- 
port any Arab political moves 
towards finding a solution for the 
Palestinian question provided 
such move or plan gains Arab con- 
sensus and would include all par- 
ties concerned including the PLO 
and Syria and all the different Pal- 
estinian factions”. 

An Algerian diplomat who r««- 


closer political and economic rel- a^ees with the American anai>* 
ations with Algeria “whk± has the the U.S. government know's 
assets and influence in both North toat_ Algeria is still committed to 


Africa and the Middle East” was a 
goal by itself. 

The officials, however -do not 
rule' out the possibility of Ame- 
rican arms sale to Algeria if the 
latter asked for it but indicate that 
the American administration is 
interested in three aspects of rel- 
ations with Algeria. 

The three aspects relate to the 
anticipated Algerian role to push 
the peace process in the Middle 
East forward, the Algeria med- 
iating role in the Gulf war and 
what appears to be the most imp- 
ortant aspect to the U.S. adm- 
inistration to increase and str- 
engthen trade and commercial ties 
between the two countries. 

American officials stress that 
ever since President Benjedid ass- 
umed power in 1979 “Algeria has 


its declared policies and that the 
Americans will be far from being 
wise if they expect a radical shift in 
Algerian policies". 

“ Strengthening the economic 
ties will not lead to an Algerian 
dependence on the U.S.” 

On the anticipated Algerian 
goals in the trade relations the dip- 
lomat said: 

“So far all of our trade relations 
were conducted with private 
American firms some of which we 
had bad experiences with”. 

He cited El Paso a Texan na* 
uraJ gas firm as an example, fit 
said that El Paso has reneged on 
the initial agreement it signed with 
the Algerian government and can- 
celled the contract “we hope that 
we can reach a trade agreement 
with the U.S. government which 


been steadily, endorsing a mod- ' would lay rules and regulations for 
erate and more pragmatic political : our relations with American oom- 
aud economic policies, yet at the- parties and would prevent such 


same time commanding influence 
and respect from Cairo to Syria.” 
The indicators of the Algerian 
moderation, according to the 
American view, were manifested 
in both economic and political pol- 
icies which were adopted by the 
Algerian government over the last 
few years and upon which the 
American administration seem to 


experiences like the one with E! 
Paso to recurr." 


pin a great importance when it 
comes to its evaluation of 


nation of Algeria. 
The American officials here 
point out the decrease in the num- 
ber of Soviet military experts in 
Algeria over the last few years 
along with what they describe as 
the iron-committed and 


rec- 


ontiliatory” approach endorsed 
by Algeria on inter-Arab dif- 
ferences and the Iran-Iraq war, 
and the Algerians' "declining to 


Amal militia 
leader killed 


r- 


BEIRUT (R) — A dissident mil- 
itia leader of the Shfite Muslim 
Movement Amal was killed in 
west Beirut Saturday night. Sec- 
urity sources said Ali Ayoub, exp- 
elled from Amal last month for 
indiscipline, was killed in a dash 
with gunmen. 

Militiamen of Araal’s allies, the 
Progressive Socialist Party (PSP), 
took to the streets and set up add- 
itional roadblocks. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* A pain ting exhibition by Spanish artist 
lamed Omar at .Alia Art Gallery . 


* An exhibition of Works by Samer 
Tabbaa. Osman Akuz. Omar 'Hamdan 
and Gulshan Saleern at Petra Bank an 
gallery. 


Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
ajn.-4 pm. Closed Saturdays. Tel 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 year old irons such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 900 am. - 5-00 pan. 
Closed Tusdays. Td. 637169. 


* An art exhibition by Hazem Zu "brand 
Deifollab Obeidat at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


CINEMA 


• “On s’est iron: pc’ d’histoire" at 8:00 
pm. at the French Cultural Cenye. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre ..teL 

American Centre 

American Centre Library ~ 

Brituh Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute - 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Haya Am Centre ...... 

Hussein Youth City ... 

Y.WCA — 

Y.WJVLA. 

Amman Municipal Library .. 
University of Jordan Unary 


661026(7 
.. 644371 
_. 641520 
636147-8 
... 637009 
_ 641993 
.. 644203 
.. 624CM9 
.. 639777 
.. 665195 
.. 667181 
.. 641793 
.. 664251 
- 636111 
843555 


Lions A mm a n Chib. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 130 pm. 

Lions PhnatMphfa Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel 7 JO pan. 
PhHwWoUa Rotary Club- Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn . 
1 JO pan. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hold, 2-OOpjn. 
Royal Automobile Onto. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Code. TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 


Sl Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. tdL 624590. 

Church of the Aunandadai (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 637440. 


DM'Salfc Church jRoman Caihohc) 


MUSEUMS 


(Creek 


FoOtikm Museum: Jewdiy and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to IStb 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman- Opening boors: 9.00 am. - 5 
pjn. Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Hasan 

excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Ionian. Jabal AJ QaTa (Citadd HOI). 
Opening hour?: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 ajn. 
4.00 pm.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jerdai National Gallery: Cbniains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by conte mp ora r y Islamic artists 
nom most of the Mnsttm countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
oriental iff artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: IOjOO a.m. 
1 JO pm. ana 3-30 pm. - 600 pm. 

Closed Tuesdays. TeL 630128. 

Martyrs* Memorial (MBitary Muatum): 


Jabal Huaeai, 6617: 

Ch u rch of the Anaandattan 
Orthodox) Abdaii, 623541 . 

AngBcun Chord] (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 625383. 
Armtmun OrtfaaBr Chord: AshiaUeh, 

Amuuhn Orthodox Church Ashrafiefa, 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafiefa. 771751. 

Amman totenratinnal Chun* (Intcr- 
deottnmationa]): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Shmeisani, 816534, 


PRAYER TIMES 


04 J3 

..... Fajr 



14-13 


19J1 . 


20J6 



FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN AHA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


77ur information issupp 
omuakm department at the | 
International Airport tel. (08) 532001 5. 
where it should always be verified. 


— Leplan 

— Sbalamar 

— Gardenia 

— Anrares 

— Huai Trotter 

— Welfare 3 

— Paros 

— Ryshkany 


ARRIVALS 


Amin Kawar and Sans Company, Tel: 
622324 (six tines) at your service. 


10-J0 


10*5 .. 
10:45 .. 
Kfc55 ... 
Kk55 .. 


Aqaba (RJ) 


.Kuwait 

.Cairo 


WEATHER 


UrfO .. 

mo „ 


-Doha. Bahrain i 
Dhahian i 


IU20 .„ 
U JO 
14J5 


— Dubai, Abu Dhabi | 
Beirut] 


Bulletin supplied by she Department of 
Meteorology. 


Cairo (MS) 

Larnaca, Damascus | 
Kuwait (f 


1&10 Jeddah. Medina: 

17:15 Rnghrfari 

17 J5 B&lgrade, Istanbul 

18J5 Cairo, Aqaba ( 

1930 Bangkok ( 

lfe45 fjHahbnm , Tunis (i 

02:10 Baghdad ( 


It will be pertly cloudy, with chances for 
scanned shower*. especially in the cea- 
tre and northern pans. Winds wfll be 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, it wiD be 
dusty, p ar t l y cloudy, with southerly 
: w fresh winds and rough sea. 


DEPARTURE5 * 


LowBtjgft temperature in dtgJC. 

Amman - 7I2D 

Aqaba 11/27 

Deserts S/24 

Jordan Valley 10/28 
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11*5 

1238 

1230 
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■ Cairo i 
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MONEY EXCHANGE 



Belgian franc 
Dotcfa guilder 


Local seWbuy rates in i 


zwr-— 

French franc 
Iraqi dinar .. 


. 117.fi/ 1183 
-2883/ 2923 
-43 A. 433 


Iiaban lire (fbr lOO) . 
Japanese yen (for 100 
Kuwaiti dinar . 


Lebanese! 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 


Omani riyal . 
Qauxj rjyal , 
Saudiriyal 


— 380/ 393 J 
----- -20.4/ 20.7 
(for 100) 1603/ 1613 
13273/ 13353 
22Af 23J 


-...11463/11533 

110 1 1113 

110 / 110 . 8 - 

Swedisb crown .-45.4/ 4S.8 


Swiss franc 


ReguiarAate ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 


i lira 


— Bad re 


.1603/ 161.6 
-3521 36 

. 109 J/ 110 

UK. sterling pound __ 5133/ 518 

U3. dollar ~™™397/ ' 3993 


JAE dirham 


W. German mark 1333/ 134Jt’ 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman aovemorate 891228 

Civil Defence Amman 198, 199 

Civil Defence [ibid ... 193, 199 


Civil Defence Quwe&neh 770733 

Ambulance 193. 775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade 
622090 


Fast aid 


Blood bank ... 


-630341 


Civil Defence rescue 


775121 

661111 


Foe headquarters 622090-3 

PoBcc rescue - 192,621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 656390-1 


Electric Power Co. 636381-2 

MimidpaJ waier service 771125-8 

Queen Alia InL Airport .. (0S> 53333 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Omon 

KbalidS Maternity. J. Amn 
Akileh Maternity, J. 


Jabal Amman Mateiry~! 

Maihas, J. Ammaa n , ,, 

Palestine, Shmejsani ...^ 


Ui 

AI-Muasber Hospital 

The Islamic, Abditii _ 

Al-Ahli. Abdati ' 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen .1 
A1 -Bashir, J. Ashrafiefa ~- 
Army, Marka '7 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
Amman 

— 642441/2 

— 642362 

— 636140 

■ 664171/4 

— 669131 
845845/65 

■ 667227/9 
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. 6M164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Anwar Mousa AJ Kaj 771020 

Dr. Tayseer A! Saadi 777636 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 624051 

Fuas pharmacy 661912 

Mreish pharmacy 770910 

Salameb pharmacy 894779 

A1 Hashemi pharmacy 897699 

Maher pharmacy 669337 

Meqdadi pharmacy 775002 

TAXIS: 

Jerusalem taxi ..... 639655 

Tmner iaxi 666417 

Utatedtaja 623715 

Kurdian 841309 

waddah taxi 812454 

ERBID: 

Dr. Abdul Majid Sabahein ..... (— ) 

Tala pharmacy M 

ZARQA: . . 

Dr. Hoham Sharabati 9866.'* 

Bil and Omar pharmacies j j 

GENERAL 

tordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Mmsny of TourianWL..,,.. -642311 

HotdoompiiS^Z.:;;:;!'; 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone: 

Info rmation . . j: 

iwdan and Mkldie'EM’'raiis'.'l.._! 10 
Overseas calls 17 

Cable or tekgnm "" """" 

Rspai service . — i 


market prices 


Apple 


Uppertower price in fils per kg. 

~.2a/260 

280/240 


^tukamniar) ..Ii!!Z!2M/210 
Beats 240 / 210 


Broad beans 


Carrot fyeOow) 

Carrot (black) 
Cauliflower 



~ 120/100 
~ 50/ 30 
-140/110 
140/110 
120/ 90 
.80/ 60 
140/Ho 


Mallow 
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Marrow - 
Marrow 
Onion 


-4PQ/350 

.220/180 


70/ 50 
.130/100. 


\ 130/ 1W 

™.'.lZj80/540 


170/ 140 
170/140 


Potatoes 


.180/150 


— 220/180 
-200/170 
130/100 


Radishes " 
Spinach " 

Tomatoes ' 

Tumjp ... 
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....100/ 80 
.120/ 70 


80/ 50 
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Home news 

Jordanian, Egyptian ministers review 
reciprocal agricultural, labour accords 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Visiting 
Egyptian Minister of Agriculture 
and Food Security Yusef Waii and 
Egyptian Minister of Manpower 
and. Vocational Training Sa’ad 
Ahmad Sunday discussed with 
Jordanian ministers means of 
promoting Egyptian-Jordaniah 
cooperation in agriculture, human 
resources and labour. . 

* 

Dr. Wali met with his Jordanian 
counterpart Ahmad Dakhqan to 
discuss agricultural cooperation. 
During their meeting they exp- 
. tored the possibility of exchanging 
agricultural products through a 
barter, exchange arrangement 
whereby Jordanian tomatoes and 


‘'■'ytTc.. 




tomato paste would be exported 
to Egypt and Egyptian onions and 
potatoes would be imported to 
Jordan in exchange. 

The Egyptian minister exp- 
ressed bis courrays interest in 
importing olive tree sa pli ng and 
other fruit tree saplings cultivated 
in JoKtahian nurseries. 

Manpower exchange 

In his meeting with the Egy- 
ptian minister of human resources 
and vocational training. Minister 
of Labour and Social Dev- 
elopment Khalid Ai Haj Hassan 
discussed aspects of the recently 
signed Jcutianian-Egyptiaa bil- 


ateraJ agreement on labour and 
the exchange of manpower. 

They also reviewed aspects of 
cooperation in social security, 
vocational training, industrial sec- 
urity and the exchange of inf- 
ormation regarding the use of 
computers. 

The two ministers discussed 
cancelling residence permits for 
Jordanians Jiving in Egypt as a rec- 
iprocal arrangement whereby 
Egyptians living in Jordan are 
exempt from obtaining such per- 
mits. The Egyptian minister pro- 
mised that he would look into the 
measure with the objective of imp- 
lementing a complementary arr- 
angement.. 


Jordan, Egypt sign cooperation agreements 

Comprehensive protocols to increase trade, economic development and scientific research 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and Egypt Son- 
day signed three separate agreements to 
promote bilateral cooperation in economic, 
trade, technical, cultural and information 
fields. 


First agricultural exhibition concludes; 
Jordan invited to attend Cairo fair 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


- AMMAN — TheRoyal Jordanian 
V Agricultural Show concluded 

Sunday after a five-day exhibition 
of products held at the University 
of Jordan’s farm in the Jordan Val- 
: - ley. As weli asrthe exhibition of 
~ agricultural products, there was 
also an information programme 
-/ with documentaries and lectures 

- • delivered by experts from the Mm- 
■ is try of Agriculture. 

The show, the first of its kind in 
z:'\ the Kingdom, attracted about 70 
participating exhibitators, inc- 
•v ludinc the Ministry of Agriculture, 
/ the university ofjordan and the 
J: Agricultural Trade Association 
who were the co-sponsors of the 
event. 

a . , Agricultural Trade Association 

President 1 Ghiath Sukhtian said 
that the show was designed to be 
i the first business-oriented trade 
show in the field of agriculture in- 
Jordan, and added that the show 
enabled businessmen to meet 
farmers interested in modem agr- 
(cultural techniques. 
r: - Amongst the' exhibited items 
were plastic houses, various hr- 


icultural chemicals as well as pac- 
king materials. Several con- 
sultancy firms also participated in 
the show. 

Mr. Sukhtian said that the ass- 
ociation hopes that the show will 
become an annual national event 
and added that next year the ass- 
ociation would like to stage the 
agricultural show in the capital 
and most probably at Al Hussein 
Sports City. He said that this 
would help expand the event to 
become more of an international 
show. 

Head of the Information Office 
"at the Ministry of Agriculture 
Salim Butros outlined the aims of 
the show and said that it was des- 
igned to establish contacts bet- 
ween farmers and businessmen on 
various levels, to display the latest 
developments in agriculture and 
to show techniques to farmers. He 
also said that It provided an opp- 
ortunity for the government and 
the private sector to coordinate in 
order to boost the agricultural sec- 
tor. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Butros said that the 


Princess Basma inspects 
Bashir hospital services 

AMMAN (Petra) ~ Her Hig- . .Minisjiy,,|>pspitajs, ip. Jordan, to 


.Vv AMMAN (Petra) ~ Her Hig-. 
‘.".IT. hness PrincessBasma Sunday pajdj. 
V .‘"".“to* inspection visit 'to AI Bashir-"; 
- • government hospital in .Amman 

' : • where she toured its sections and 
the services it offers to the public. 
She also viewed the current 
•ol ml week ’ ion S immunisation cam- 
140,1 illli paign being carried out bv the 
Ministiy of Health. 

ierkiv At the outset of the visit Pri- 
- ncess Basma was briefed by Dr. 
Sami AI Azab, director of the chi- 
’ Idren's section in the hospital, on 
the services offered to children 
. and the vaccines being adm- 
inistered to them as part of the 
• ' . campaign. The children’s section, 

' • ' he said” treated 66,000 cases of 
- ' diarrhoea last year which were 
referred to Al Bashir Hospital 
' ’ . from various hospitals and Health 


"health centres ran by the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA). 

He said that the Health Min- 
istry’s .vaccination campaign is 
accompanied by information 
media programmes encouraging 
parents to .have their children 
immunised against diseases. 

Princess Basma later toured the 
children’s and maternity sections 
where vaccination was in progress. 
She later visited a section in the 
hospital which offers sports act- 
ivities to the children. She was bri- 
efed by Dr. Suleiman Qub’ain, the 
Health Ministry’s director of basic 
health welfare, .on the aims of the 
week-long vaccination campaign 
to counter infectious diseases. 
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AOSM executives start talks on 
\ technical, financial issues 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 
. Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The executive office 
of the Arab Organisation for Sta- 
ndards Lion and Metrology 
(AOSM) Sunday opened its lfitfi 
session meetings during which 
they are expected to review tec- 
hnical, financial and executive 
aspects of the organisation and its 
projects. 

In a statement delivered at the 
opening of the session, AOSM 
Secretary General Mahdi Han- 
noush emphasised the importance 
of holding such meetings since, he 


of member Arab countries. 

Dr. Hannoush pointed out that 
the standardisation process rep- 
resents an essential base for the 
development and modernisation 
process all over the world. 

The four- day -session, con- 
vened under the chairmanship of 
AOSM delegate from Iraq Hilal 
Abdul Razzak, will discuss several 
subjects related to the office's tec- 
hnical committee agenda as well 
as studying Arab countries req- 
uests for financial aid. 

_ a 

Thirty-two technical com- 
mittees have been formed to int- 
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said, they play a necessary role in erpret, coordinate and unity 
contributing to ‘the AOSM 1 s man- codes, expressions and technical 


agement and in guiding its general 
policy and schemes for the benefit 


and scientific specifications. 


show also established contacts 
between farmers and engineers of 
the ministry which in the future 
would help the ministry tackle the 
problems and obstacles facing 
farmers. 

Later Sunday, Mr. Sukhtian 
met Egyptian Minister of Agr- 
iculture and Food Security Yousef 
Wali who is currently in Jordan on 
an official visit. At the meeting 
Mr. WalHnvited Jordanian agr- 
icultural companies to participate 
in the Egyptian Ministry of Agr- 
iculture’s agricultural show sch- 
eduled to be held mi Cairo on .May 

Mr. Sukhtian requested Jor- 
danian agricultural industries to 
contact the association in order to 
make arrangements for par- 
ticipating in the show. 

He said that displaying Jor- 
danian agricultural products in 
Egypt would be a positive step 
towards establishing solid agr- 
icultural cooperation pe tween the 
two countries. This would in turn 
boost Jordan's agricultural man- 
ufacturing and industry as Egypt is 
considered a large potentialraar- 
bet for Jordan’s agricultural pro- 
ducts and equipment, Mr. Suk- 
htian added. 


Oil refinery 
expansion 

production 
by 250% 

ZARQA (Petra) — A special cer- 
emony will be held at the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company 
(JPRC) in Zarqa nexr month to 
inaugurate the company’s third 
expansion project, according to 
Mr. Ramiz Malhees, JPRCs act- 
ing director. 

He said that with the ina- 
uguration of the new project the 
company will have raised its pro- 
duction capacity by 250 per cent, 
which he said amounts to building 
a new refinery for the counrrv. 

The cost of the project amo- 
unted to JD 58.025 million and 
was carried out by a Romanian 
company specialising in this field 
and the electro-mechanical des- 
igns for the refinery's units were 
carried out by a British company, 1 
Mr. MaJbees said. He paid tribute | 
to Jordanian expertise which was i 
involved in the preparation of tec- 
hnical documents for the project, 1 
drawing up engineering designs 
and in the installation of equ- 
ipment and the subsequent testing 
which preceded the production 
stage. 

JPRC was established in 195b 
under a 50-year contract and it 
started production in 1961 with 
an initial production capacity of 
1000 tonnes a day. The company i 
startedo£fwithaJD4mUlioncap- , 
ital which now stands at JD 32 
million, of which the Jordanian 
government owns eight per cent. 


One of the agreements on trade, 
economic and technical affairs was 
signed by Minister of Industry and 
Trade Raja’i Muasher and Egy- 
ptian Minister of Planning and 
mtematfonal Cooperation Kama! 
Janzouri. Under the agreement, 
both countries undertake to bol- 
ster their commercial links and to 
encourage joint projects in var- 
ious economic fields to serve 
common interests and to help 
bring about Arab economic int- 
egration. The agreement is des- 
igned to develop production sec- 
tors in both countries, to utilise 
expertise, studies and scientific 
and technical research and will 
boost exchanges of visits by del- 
egations of specialists from both 
countries. 

The agreement provides for 
comprehensive coordination bet- 
ween the plans , of both countries 
through a standing coordination 
committee which will be entrusted 
with studying the general plans in 
each country in order to increase 
and diversify the volume of trade. 

The comminee will encourage 
and supervise the holding of exh- 
ibitions, the work of trade centres 
and will establish a joint company 
to gather and offer expertise tor 
the exploration of oil and mineral 
wealth and industry connected 
with them and will encourage inv- 
estors and businessmen to est- 
ablish joint Egyptian -Jordanian 
schemes. 

The committee will also take 
measures to facilitate the land, sea 
and air transport procedures and 
will encourage the exchange of 
expertise in transport in its various 
forms, and in transit, and free rone 
trade and in communications and 
telecommunications. 

The agreement also covers coo- 
rdination .between Egypt and Jor- 
dan inlying down a strategy for 
agricultural integration. They will 
of up a joint higher agricultural 
committee to explore the prospect 
of and the potentials in this respect 
and to study production, and mar- 
keting plans, benefiting from exp- 
ertise available to both countries. 

' The agreement also ^provides 
for bobstirig 'tourism 1 ana • tourist 
projects by promoting the work 
and performance of tourist age- 
ncies and the national airlines of 
both countries which could mar- 
ket Egyptian and Jordanian tou- 
rist sites abroad. 

The agreement provides for the 
unrestricted passage of manpower 
to both countries, exchanges of 
expertise in vocational training, 
social security, labour safety and 
health. A specialised ministerial 
joint committee will be formed to 
follow up on the implementation 
of this agreement and to tackle ail 
problems which might arise in the 
course of its implementation, and 


will come up with effective rec- 
ommendations for bolstering bil- 
ateral relations. 

The agreement lasts for five 
years and can be renewed aut- 
omatically for a similar period 
unless deemed otherwise by any 
party through a written notice six 
months before expiry date. 

Following the signing of the 
agreement. Dr. Ibrahim Badten, 
under-secretary of the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade, said that 'the 
accord came in the course of a 
programme of comprehensive 
cooperation between Jordan and 
Egypt which was endorsed by His 
Majesty King Hussein and Egy- 
ptian President Hosni Mubarak. 
He said that all forms of bilateral 
cooperation are being continually 
increased and expanded at all lev- 
els. 

Dr. Bad ran said that Egyptian - 
Jordanian cooperation will have a 
vital role in linkin g the Arab Ori- 
ent with the western side of the 
Arab World and will overcome 
many barriers which have imp- 
eded close cooperation between 
them over the past decades. The 
agreement will enable all eco- 
nomic activities and manpower 
and commodities and services to 
move freely from the eastern to 
the western parts of the Arab 
World and vice versa. Dr. Badran 
said. 

The second agreement was sig- 
ned at the Ministry of Planning by 
Minister of Planning Abdullah 
Nsour and Egyptian Minister of 
Agriculture and Food Security 
Yousef Wali. Under the agr- 
eement both countries undertake 
to promote bilateral relations in 
cultural and scientific affairs thr- 
ough the exchange of expertise, 
and experience in education, hig- 
her education, sciences, culture, 
arts, physical training, youth and 
sports and through toe exchange 
of delegations and information 
and documents that have a cul- 
tural, scientific, educational cha- 
racters and through organising 
conferences, seminars, exh- 
ibitions, concerts, and artistic and 
sports festivals. The agreement 
: provides for . both countries to 
cooperate in arabising educational 
cumcuiae, specially history and 
geography of Arab countries, and 
writings projecting toe lives and 
works of leading Arab figures in 
cultural, scientific, artistic and lit- 
erary fields. 

Under the same agreement, 
Jordan and Egypt undertake to 
offer annual scholarships for nat- 
ionals from each country to study 
at universities and other higher 
educational institutions in the 
light of available resources. The 
two countries will lay a basis for 
equating degrees and certificates 
awarded to graduates in their res- 


pective institutions and will fac- 
ilitate toe exchange of visits by 
university staff, faculty members 
and researchers. 

They will also unify technical 
terms in various fields of study, 
initiate cooperation between sci- 
entific institutions of both cou- 
ntries and will exchange pub- 
lications, periodicals and doc- 
uments and manuscripts on his- 
tory and archaeology as well as 
information and data to help the 
process of publication. They will 
help delegations from both cou- 
ntries to set up art and arc- 
haeological exhibits and will fac- 
ilitate toe setting up of festivals, 
and will invite artists and musical 
and theatre troupes to visit both 
countries as well as delegations 
representing sports, and youth ins- 
titutions. 

The agreement also provides 
'for the easy exchange of films as 
well as documentaries on scientific, 
cultural and education themes and 
will exchange radio and television 
and press programmes and books 
and publications. Each inf- 
ormation medium in either cou- 
ntry will undertake to promote 
cultural and social and artistic 
aspects of toe other and will exc- 
hange expertise in tourism, arc- 
haeology and social development. 

Both countries agreed to set up 
a joint committee to hold mee- 
tings on a regular basis to imp- 
lement the agreement. The agr- 
eement updates one signed by toe 
two countries in 1968 under which 
both sides undertook to promote 
toe exchange of expertise in cul- 


tural and information fields. 

Jordan and Egypt also signed an 
agreement to bolster cooperation 
between toe two countries in the 
field of information. 

The agreement was signed by 
Minister of Information, Culture, 
Tourism and Antiquities Moh- 
ammad Al Khatib and Egyptian 
Minister of Information Safwat Al 
S harif . 

The agreement covered the fie- 
lds of information, journalism, 
printing and publishing, bro- 
adcasting and radio, television and 

news agencies. The agreement sta- 
tes that both parties will bolster 
•cooperation in the fields of inf- 
ormation, journalism and printing 
and publishing through toe exc- 
hange of books, pamphlets, pub- 
lications, slides and various inf- 
ormation studies which are pub- 
lished in both countries and which 
depict toe country’s features, civ- 
ilisation and progress. 

The rwo parties agreed to per- 
mit the importation of newspapers 
and magazines published in both 
countries and to facilitate the dis- 
tribution and circulation of such 
publications through the pro- 
motion of contacts between dis- 
tribution agencies in both cou- 
ntries- 

After toe signing ceremony both 
the ministers. Mr. Mohammad 
Khatib ofJordan and Safwat Sha- 
rif of Egypt, praised the agr- 
eement and expressed hope that it 
will lead to future agreements 
between toe two countries. 

Mr. Khatib expressed hope that 


in toe future any obstacles imp- 
eding toe implementation of the 
agreement would be solved by 
direct telephone calls between the 
two colleagues in toe two cou- 
ntries. 

Mr. Sharif meanwhile called on 
toe media and newsmen in the two 
countries to further political dec- 
isions made by the two countries’ 
leaders. He extended an invitation 
to Mr. Kbatib to visit Egypt. 

Hie ceremony was attended by 
Ministry of Information Under 
Secretary Michael Hamameh, the 
directors of toe ministry's dep- 
artment and the journalists del- 
egation accompanying Mr. Sharif. 

The Egyptian minister later pra- 
ised Jordanian -Egyptian relations 
and said that these ties have alr- 
eady progressed in a way which 
will yield benefits for both cou- 
ntries and their people. 

Mr. Sharif, who was speaking to 
reporters at toe Prime Ministry 
Sunday afternoon, said that the 
information agreement, signed 
earlier in the day, will lead to str- 
engthening Jordanian -Egyptian 
cooperation in this field and will 
promote journalism in both cou- 
ntries. 

The minister added that he inv- 
ited Minister of Information 
Mohammad Khatib to visit Egypt 
so that the two sides can formulate 
a working programme for toe imp- 
lementation of toe agreement. 

Mr. Khatib, who accepted toe 
invitation, also praised toe agr- 
eement and described it as a first 
step towards more cooperation in 
the field: 


Egyptiaii cultural week to offer varied, 
informative programme of activities 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AM MAN — An Egyptian cultural 
week, which will open under royal 
patronage on April 23, promises 
to present several interesting pro- 
grammes including an art exh- 
ibition. a sculpture display, a book 
exhibition, poetry evenings, pup- 
pet theatre, the Rida Folklore 
Troupe and an Egyptian film 
week. 

Mr. Hilmi Bdeir. counsellor at 
toe Egyptian Embassy in Amman, 
told reporters Sunday that the act- 
ivity is. an actual interpretation of 
cultural and information agr- 
eements which were recently sig- 
ned between Jordan and Egypt. 

During a press conference, 
which was held at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre (RCC). Mr. Bdeir 
said that the event comes in sup- 
port of toe brotherly relations 
which link both countries and he 
added that Jordan has offered all 
possible support for the success of 
the cultural week. "The cultural 
event will enable Jordanians to 
gain an insight into the Egyptian . 
cultural life and heritage which 
will be displayed through the var- 
ious activities of the week”. Mr. 


Bdeir added. 

Egyptian Information Attache 
in Amman Mohammad Sami Sha- 
rbirti pointed oui that the book 
exhibition will have information 
and descriptions of Egypt’s geo- 
logy, geography, social life, eco- 
nomy, and contemporary lit- 
erature. There will also be pho- 
tographs of life in Egypt, and sli- 
des of women in Egypt, the Pyr- 
amids, Cairo and other main cul- 
tural features of Egypt. Both dis- 
plays are pan of the information 
activities to be covered during this 
week. ‘ w ■■■ '■ 1 " 

Egyptian Minister of Culture 
Mohammad A bdul. Harm’d "'Rad- 
wan, who is due to arrive in 
Amman Tuesday, will auend the 
opening of the cultural week. The 
event has been organised by the 
Jordanian Ministry of Inf- 
ormation. Culture, Tourism and 
Antiquities and toe Egyptian Min- 
istry of Culture. 

Both Mr. Bdeir and Mr, Sha- 
rbini hope that a Jordanian cul- 
tural week might be held in Egypt 
soon which he said would enable 
Egyptians to gain an insight into 
the rich Jordanian culture and her- 
itage. 


Outlining the details of the cul- 
tural week. Mr. Bdeir explained 
that toe poetry evenings will be 
held at toe RCC and added that 
four prominent Egyptian poets; 
will participate. Taber Abu Fas- 
heh. Fatoi Said, Mohammad Al 
Tahami. and Mohammad Abu Sit- 
teh. 

The Rida Folklore Troupe, who 
arrived in Amman on Friday will 
stage four performances at Al 
Hussein Cultural Palace on April 
25. 26, 28, and 29. The group, 
which performed at the 1983 Jer- 
ash Festival, proved to be very' 
popular with Jordanian and for- 
eign audiences alike. 

The film week will cover doc- 
umentaries on the history of fil- 
mmaking in Egypt from the 
1920‘s to the present day and 
other movies will be organised in 
cooperation with the Cine Club in 
Jordan and shown at Philadelphia 
and other local cinemas. The pup- 
pet theatre will stage two per- 
formances on a daily basis at the 
RCC and there will also be an art 
exhibition and book display, xith 
of which will be open to the pub- 
lic. 
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DH. JOHN F. HARVEY, Dean of 
Students, INTERCOU-EC^ of 

Management and Com- 
munication' Studies in Cyprus 
arrived in Amman yesterday to 
meet officials of the Ministry of 
Education and to visit private 
English-language schools. Dr. 
Harvey win also receive parents 
and students and take app- 
lications for admission to INT- 
ERCOLLEGE. He will be staying 
at the Jerusalem International 
Malta Hotel from Sunday mor- 
ning. April 21 through Saturday 
evening, April 27. 


Call 6651 21 -Q for appointment 


KLM marks 25tfa anniversary 


To mark the 25th anniversary of 
the opening of the. Amman - * 
Amsterdam route by the Royal 
Dutch Airlines KLM, theairiintfs 
regional director Najib Fakhouri 
and his wife held a reception at 
King Hussein Club in Amman on 
Wednesday April 17, 1985. The' 
reoeptfixt was attended by a group 
of senior government officials and 
members of the Arab and foreign 
diplomatic corps in Amman as 
well as directors of airlines com- 
panies operating in Jordan, bus- 
inessmen, tourist agents and their 


wives. 

Former prime minister and 
member of toe Upper House of 
Parliament Bahjat Al Talhouni 
cut toe cake which was presented 
by Alia, toe Royal Jordanian Air- 
line. 

Present to welcome toe guests 
at the reception were Mr. WJ. 
Tange KIM’S vice president for 
Ana and Australia, Mir. FM. 
Kardmaal, General Manager 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Cyp- 
rus and Dr. DMS Schroeder, dir- 
ector of foreign relations. 


Over 35 delegates from 16 countries are a trending the Welia Regional 
Conference . . being held for the Gist time in Jordan , throughout this week. 
The Marriott Hotel in Amman has been chosen for the formal sessions. In 
addition, the delegates from Bahrain , Germany, Egypt , Iraq, Japan , 
Jordan , Kuwait , Lebanon , Morocco, Oman, Qatar , Saudi Arabia , Sudan , 
Syria , Tunis and U.A.E., will be visiting with some of their families the 
touristic sites of Jordan. 

The Welia delegation will he headed by Dr. D.K. Schneidewind, member 
of the Board of Directors , together with Mr . H. Balks, Regional Export 
Manager. Several marketing and promotional experts will also be in 
attendance. A special guest from Welia Japan will also be attending the 
r sessions , 

The Conference will be studying joint regional strategy. Several new 
products will also be introduced. 

Welia has been renowned as a pioneer in hair care and cosmotology. being 
•famous for such leader brands as KOLESTON r WELLAZID, WELLA- 
FORM, WELLA BALSAM, WELLASTRATE and WELLA H rr '< 
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Stirring up trouble 

ISRAEL’S invasion of Lebanon in 1982 bad a dual purpose. Tbe first 
was to establish a client regime in Beirut dominated by (be Falangists. 
Tbe second was to detroy tbe PLO and suppress Palestinian nat- 
ionalism. 

Tbe first part of the plan has ended in complete fail ore. The **»»»*»« 
of at least 25,000 Arabs and tbe devastation of parts of Beirut and 
many other Lebanese towns have accomplished nothing for the Isr- 
aelis. They failed to set up tbe regime they wanted, their Falangist 
clients failed to impose themselves upon the country (although they 
succeeded in massacring large numbers of civilians), and tbeir army, 
after provoking the hatred of Lebanon’s largest community, is now in 
retreat. 

govenuneDt^^^ut Israel's aim has been to promote* 1 an^afan- 
osphere of anarchical violence that removes any possibility of a Leb- 
anese recovery. Its policies seem designed specifically to damage tbe 
credibility of tbe Beirut government and to prevent the Lebanese 
army from controlling the south. 

Much of the violence has been committed directly by tbe Israelis. In 
recent weeks, scores of Shi’ite Muslims have been killed during raids 
on villages in South Lebanon. Several times tbe Israeli army has 
invaded a village and then later withdrawn claiming to have killed 20 
or 30 “terrorists’ It is only when the bodies are inspected afterwards 
that so many ‘Terrorists** turn out to be young girls or old shepherds 
or families trying to flee by car. 

A more subtle but ultimately no less brutal aspect of Israeli policy 
has been the encouragement of fighting between different Lebanese 
factions. No one seriously doubts that Samir Geagea’s recent revolt in 
Mount Lebanon, and the violence provoked by his supporters around 
Sidon, were encouraged by the Israelis. Since 1982 the Christian 
militiamen in the south have been very largely under Israel’s control. 
Their attacks during March on Muslim villages, Palestinian refugee 
camps, and Lebanese army posts, could not have been carried out 
without Israeli support. 

If Israel’s plans for Lebanon have ended in dear, undoubted fai- 
lure, there is more uncertainty about the future of its second goal, the 
colonisation and eventual annexation of the occupied territories. Acc- 
ording to the most recent Benvenisti report, more than half the West 
Bank has now been expropriated by Israel' for settlements, ’’security 
reasons”, and “public purposes”. Since the invasion of Lebanon, the 
number of Israeli settlers there (excluding Jerusalem! has doubled to 
more than 40,000. 

It cannot be over-emphasised that in international law the West 
Bank belongs to its Palestinian inhabitants. Whether it should be part 
of a Palestinian state (as proposed in the 1947 U.N. resolution) or a 
parttf Jordan (m accordance with tbe Jericbo conference of 1949) is a 
matter of debate for the Arabs. What is not debatable is the illegality 
of Israel's occupation. If Israelis point to the U.N. partition [dan as tbe 
legal basis of their state, they should remember that the same res- 
olution gave the West Bank to the Arabs. 

The Likud ministers in the Israeli government have been pressing 
for greater colonisation so as to make Israel's hold on the West Bank 
irreversible. Probably they have not yet succeeded. If they do, then the 
chance of a peaceful solution to the Arab-Isradi conflict will have gone 
for ever — Middle East International, London. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra'i: New test of Arab will 

JORDAN SATU RD AY issued a statement drawing world attention 
to Iran's preparations to launch yet another offensive on Iraq. This 
warning ot the imminent danger places the international community 
with face to lace its responsibility and calls for serious efforts to be 
carried out by the United Nations and world organisations to stem 
aggression and bring to an end the conflict. 

Condemning the war and the aggressors is not enough, and so 
serious measures should he taken in view of the situation'. The time 
has now come for the United Nations to impose sanctions and pen- 
alties on Iran lor persisting in its drive to continue the war with Iraq 
because such a war can engulf other areas and disturb world peace. It 
is also incumbent on the Arab countries to honour the defence treaty 
they signed under the Arab League umbrella and which provides for 
helping Arab countries w'hich are exposed to external aggression. 

The immineni aggression on Iraq is yet another test of the will of 
the Arab Nation and it* ability to repel danger and that threatens 
Arab future. 

Al Dustour: Seeking Arab solidarity 

THE VISIT of Egyptian Prime Minister Kamal Hassan Ali to Jordan 
and his talks with Jordanian leaders which started Saturday is ano- 
ther step towards bolstering bilateral relations following the res- 
umption of diplomatic ties between them. 

Although the talks are within the framework of the joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian committee, yet they point to genuine desire on 
the part of both sides to strengthen Arab solidarity through bilateral 
cooperation. The two countries, Jordan and Egypt, have been pro- 
gressively strengthening their cooperation in economic, trade, cul- 
tural and soda! fields, but the committee’s meeting in Amman is 
hoped to achieve further progress in this respect. 

Cooperation between Jordan and Egypt has not been con- 
centrated only on political subjects, but rather on economic and 
social fields that have direct link and influence on the lives of nai- 
h ionals from both countries. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Promoting cooperation 

THE .MEETINGS of the joint Jordanian-Egyptian committee, now 
taking place in Amman are designed to speed up economic coo- 
peration between the two countries. The committee will discuss 
practical steps to be taken towards building a network of close 
interests common for both sides and for the benefit of both peoples. 

The transport sector has acquired the better attention because of 
its close and direct connection with the interests of Egyptian and 
Jordanian nationals. Transport is important for the travel of lab- 
ourers and for the exchange of trade by land and sea which in turn 
help promote economic cooperation. 

No doubt the due attention being given to promoting bilateral ties 
comes in implementation of King Hussein’ s directives to the gov- 
ernment of Zaid Al Rifat upon its formation. Apart from transport, 
agriculture, tourism, information and culture the two countries have 
a wide range of fields to tackle in their efforts to bolster cooperation 
between them. There are various areas and enormous resources in 
the Arab World that can be exploited jointly for the benefit of all 
Arabs. But for aspirations and hopes to be fulfilled it is more feasible 
to carry out joint endeavours. 


Guest Column 


By OdehOdeh 


Will Sudan’s new rulers try something new? 


THE SUDANESE people are 
now feeling the pinch after 
years of economic confusion, 
bad planning and negligence 
by the ousted regime of Presi- 
dent Numeiri. The people are 
now confronted with a very 
difficult situation but great na- 
tions duly overcome hardships 
and handle their problems 
with wisdom. 

In the past. Sudan served as 
a “bread basket” for Africa 
and the Arab World. But now 
it has been transformed into a 
dependency deeply indebted 
to other nations, companies 
and even individuals, and has 


lost many years in vain and 
with no production. 

Sudan is now counted 
among those nations that are 
constantly exposed to famine, 
illiteracy, disease and, above 
all. suffers from huge debts. 
This year alone, nearly a mil- 
lion Sudanese children are li- 
able to die of famine, and in 
tbe coming two years, famine 
win most probably kill half of 
the remainder population in 
the country. The standard of 
education has dropped to un- 
precedented low levels, dis- 
eases are rampant and the 
nation bears a debt of $9 


billion, which carries an 
annual interest of S800 mil- 
lion. 

The deteriorating situation 
led the Sudanese people, who 
are known for their gentleness 
and kindness to take to the 
streets crying out against 
starvation. This starvation 
came as a natural result of 
negligence, ill-planning of 
production, especially in agri- 
culture, the building of canals, 
•dams and industry. As a re- 
sult, all land reform and land 
reclamation projects bad to 
stop. At the same time, tbe 
‘Sudanese people’s attention 


was diverted from the basic 
requirements of their liveli- 
hoods to the presence of pub- 
lic parks, the high-rise budd- 
ings, bridges and luxurious 
public places that were aQ 
constructed with loans from 
Western countries. 

The debtors had continually 
encouraged Numeiri to bor- 
row more and more to satisfy 
his own desires. The United 
States gave him loans which it 
called “assistance", and West 
European nations offered 
loans calling the “gifts'’ that 
were actually attached to cer- 
tain conditions bearing all the 


features and terms of ordinary 
loans with high interest rates. 

Numeiri fell victim to fas 
own desires and to these debts 
and loans, which meant sub- 
jugation to the debtor coun- 
tries. 

In a few years, Sudan feU 
into the trap, became one of 

those countries like Mexico, 
Brazil and the Philippines— - a 
group heavily indebted to 
Western powers and unable to 
honour . their commitments. 

Now that Numeiri is out of 
the way, die Western coun- 
tries axe trying out new baits 


on the new military rulers, 
baits that might attract the 
attention of the starved 
Sudanese people. They are 
trying different techniques to 
achieve their goals. But will 
the Sudanese people be taken 
in afterah tbathad happened, 
or will they try tbeir hand at 
different ways to ensure con- 
tinued survival? 

The coming days will have 
the answer to the question, 
and a great deal lies in the 
bands of the new rulers, who 
of course can help chart a 
brilliant or a gloomy future for 
the nation. 



Yugoslavia offers Tirana an olive branch 


By Richard Balmforth 

Reuter • 

BELGRADE — Yugoslavia is 
showing rare restraint in its com- 
ments on the new Albanian lea- 
dership. signalling hopes for an 
end to the long-standing political 
feud between the Balkan nei- 
ghbours. 

Officials here avoid speculation 
on the direction Albania might 
move under Ramiz Alia, who took 
over as Communist Party chief 
this month on the death of Enver 
Hoxha. the stalinist leader who 
was 40 years in power. 

The few discreet public com- 
ments by officials emphasise 


non-aligned Yugoslavia’s suddoh 
for arl Albania independent of big 
power alliances. They say good- 
neighbourly ties are in the int- 
erests of both countries and peace 
in the Balkans. 

The a ten side-step comments on 
Mr. Alia himself despite sharp 
words for Belgrade in Mr. Alia's 
funeral oration to Mr. Hoxha. 

One Western diplomat said: 
“The Yugoslavs have their eye 
very much to the distant futipe. 
They are reassessing policy. This is 
a new moment. They do not want 
to antagonise Tirana.". 

A new leadership in Albania is 
of paramount importance to Bel- 


grade internally because of its 
potential impact on Yugoslavia's 
volatile 1.8 million ethnic Alb- 
anian minority. 

Nationalist riots in 1981 among 
the 1.4 million ethnic Albanians in 
Yugoslavia’s Kosovo province 
provided fresh verbal ammunition 
for Mr. Hoxha, a relentless critic 
of Belgrade. . 

But though Kosovo is a major 
headache for the Yugoslavs, Bel- 
grade dearly sees it as being of 
secondary significance to the str- 
ategic considerations it stake. 

THeeold face that its neighbour ’ 
showed to the world under Mr. 
Hoxha, and its implacable hos- 


tility to the superpowers, squared 
with Yugoslavia’s own foreign pol- 
icy of non-alignment. 

Yugoslavia was as much rel- 
ieved as the West at Tirana's spe- 
edy rejection of Moscow’s mes- 
sage of condolences that appeared 
to rule out any sudden swerve by 
Tirana back to the East bloc, dip- 
lomats said. 

Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Zelko Jeglic, in a comment to jou- 
rnalists, said -Yugoslavia sup- 
ported the independence of Alb- 
ania “considering; such a’ 'position 
as an important element for the 
stability of the whole region in 
which we live”. . 


Long way from Saigon to Ho Chi Minh City 


By Brian W Alia ms 

Reuter 

HO CHI MINH CITY — How do 
you turn rascals and prostitutes 
into decent human beings? 

According to Vietnam's Com- 
munist leaders it takes 10 years 
and the key is hard work. 

They base their findings on the 
transformation of Saigon into Ho 
Chi Minh City in the decade since 
the city was liberated, its name 
was changed and the Vietnam war 
ended. 

As the anniversary date of April 
30 approaches and foreign jou- 
rnalists flood in to cover the cel- 
ebrations. authorities are sprucing 
up the city and guiding reporters 
to its achievements with tours and 
endless statistics of then and now. 

The authorities have no bad 
news in official briefings. 

“We took over a consumers’ 
city of rascals and prostitutes and 


transformed it into a producers' 
city of decent human beings," says 
Le Quang Chanh, vice-chairman 
of Ho Chi Minh City's ruling Peo- 
ples’ Committee. 

There is a figure available for 
any pan of city life. 

“On average each resident of 
Ho Chi Minh sees 13 cultural eve- 
nts a year.” Mr. Chanh says. 

There were 100,000 prostitutes 
in 1975 but only a few now, food 
production has risen dramatically, 
industry is growing, the city* s pop- 
ulation has fallen from 4.5 million 
to 3.5 million. 

There have been other changes 
too. 

A former South Vietnamese 
army lieutenant is now a cydo dri- 
ver. while Tran Kiem. a 17- 
year-old high school student in the 
top half of bis class 10 years ago, 
cuts sugarcane and hopes to sit his 
university entrance examination 
next year. 


Nguyen Van Phuc, 25. was in 
the bottom half of his class 10 
years ago and now swings a sledge 
hammer at a plant which, converts 
old UJS. supplied war equipment 
into new steel. 

“I will work here until my last 
breath,” he says through a gov- 
ernment guide with uo sign of dis- 
content. 

At the plant last year, the equ- 
ivalent of 1 ,000 tanks or hundreds 
of thousands of shell casings were 
turned into steel. 

“We can go on doing this for 
years,” a plant official says. “In 
the forests and rivers there is equ- 
ipment we haven’t even started to 
look for.” 

But officials in Ho Chi Minh say 
the city is looking increasingly 
abroad for the modern equipment 
it needs to upgrade its factories 
and move on to a new stage of 
development. 


Handicrafts and light industries 
like bicycle making predominate 
in the city. 

The officials are aware that 
their industries lag behing modern 
plants in most other parts of Asia 
and also suffer from power and 
other infrastructure shortages. 

“While most of Asia is looking 
at the year 2.000. we’re looking at 
the years after 2,000,” one senior 
official said. 

However the officials say the 
need for modernisation wfll not 
override their determination to 
buOd a city with a better “env- 
ironment” . 

“A bad environment is one 
where everyone is not employed 
earning his living,” says Mai Chi 
Tho, chairman of the Peoples’ 
Committee and a brother of Le 
Due Tho, one of Vietnam’s most 
powerful leaders. 


‘The people of Brunei do not want any more’ 


By Robert Mahoney 

Reuter 

BANDAR SERI ' BEGAWAN. 
Brunei — The lazy rocking of 
Brunei's famous “nodding don- 
keys” not only pumps oil but also 
apparently puis people to political 
sleep. 

The hypnotic, see-saw motion 
of the ha m mer-head oil pumps has 
given the ruler of Southeast Asia's 
last autocratic monarchy the dol- 
lars to buy political peace from his 
200.000 mainly Muslim. Malay 
subjects. 

In the year since the tiny North 
Borneo Sultanate gained full ind- 
ependence from Britain, barely a 
voice has been raised against the 
feudal -style government of Sultan 
Sir Muda HassanaJ Bolkiah. 

Although energy accounts for 
99 per cent of exports, falling 
world oil prices and production 
cutbacks in the past six months 
have made little impact on living 
standards which remain the sec- 
ond highest in the world after the 
United Arab Emirates, according 
to World Bank figures. 

The 38-year-old Sultan, who 
recently bought London's Dor- 
chester Hotel, holds the strings to 
a 15-bilIicm-dollar state purse and 
sits on top of oil and gas reserves 
which are conservatively est- 
imated to last well into the next 
century. 

Any Bruneians who hoped the 
end of nearly a century of British 
rule in January last year might 


re-kin die local political life must 
be disappointed. 

Debate, still less dissent, is rare 
in this 400-year-old hereditary 
Islamic monarchy where ordinary 
Malays and ethnic Chinese have 
virtually no say in running the 
government. There are no active 
political parties. 

When Britain handed over con- 
trol of defence and foreign affairs 
the sultan made himself prime 
minister, finance minister and 
home affairs minister in addition 
to his duties as bead of state and 
commander-in-chief of the cou- 
ntry’s well-equipped, British- 
officered armed forces. 

He gave the defence portfolio to 
his father, made his brother. Pri- 
nce Mohammad, foreign minister 
and abolished the appointed state 
legislative council. 

The sultan is in his new 300- 
million-dollar palace and all is 
well with the world, say leading 
local and foreign residents. 

But some tensions may lurk 
beneath the surface. Last month 
about 30 junior Malay bus- 
inessmen held a well-heralded 
meeting in a local hotel to form the 
National Democratic Party of 
Brunei and draft a letter to the 
sultan, foreign residents said. 

They wanted greater gov- 
ernment help for their businesses, 
the residents said. 

Some small contractors are 
unhappy now that the pre- 
independence building boom has 


fizzled out, they added. The pre- 
cise aims of the party remain unc- 
lear and none of its members 
could be contacted. 

The sources were careful not to 
accord too much political sig- 
nificance to the meeting but they 
said it showed some Bruneians 
seemed ready to try organised 
pressure on government to further 
commercial interests.. 

“Even if this were to represent 
the rebirth of political life, which it 
does nor necessarily do. the ove- 
rwhelming majority'of Bruneians 
remain loyal to the sultan,” said 
one resident who asked not to be 
named. 

The sultan said after ind- 
ependence that political parties 
led to chaos and elections would 
not work in Brunei. He said in a, 
rare interview: “The people are 
more or less happy with their lives. 
They do not want any more. They 
have a good ltfe.” 

There is no denying that. The 
palace spends nearly half the four 
billion dollars a year earned in 
energy exports by Brunei Shell 
Petroleum on the “shellfare 
state”. 

This cradle-to-grave welfare 
programme provides most of the 
population with free schooling at 
home and abroad, free medical 
care, low-cosi loans, subsidised 
food, and generous retirement 
pensions. Nobody pays income tax 
either. 

But several countries with close 



ties with Brunei want the sultan to 
bring his political style in tune with 
the 1980s and would like to see 
greater participation in gov- 
ernment, according to diplomats 
based outside Brunei but familiar 
with it. 

Some argue that greater . awa- 
reness among young Bruneians, 
particularly among those who 
have studied abroad, of political 
freedoms in other countries could 
lead to pressure for reform , at 
home, the diplomats said. ‘ 

Others believe that the sultan 
would be wise to seek wider con- 
sultation before taking decisions 
and adopt a higher public profile 
to explain policies. 

But the indications are that Sir 
Hassanal, a polo and sportscar 
enthusiast educated at Britain’s 
Sandhurst Military Academy, has 
no intention of immediately cha- 
nging either the style or substance 
of his power. 


Election may be only 
way out of Brazil s 
political paralysis 


By Allan Reditt 

Reuter 

BRASILIA — A new presidential 
election may be the only way out 
of Brazil's current political par- 
alysis if ailing 75-year-old 
President-Elect Tancredo Neves 
is unable to assume office, acc- 
ording to some political sources. 

In parliament, the view is gro- 
wing that without Mr. Neves there 
will never be a new democratic 
republic to take over from the mil- 
itary rule of the past two decades, 
the sources say. 

Mr. Neves was rushed to hos- 
pital for abdominal surgery the 
day before his inauguration as the 
country’s first civilian president 
since 1964. A U.S. specialist cal- 
led to Sao Paulo to treat him after 
he had undergone his seventh 
operation described his condition 
Saturday as grave and difficult to 
control. 

No decision, however; can be 
taken on a new election until Mr. 
Neves dies, or is deemed by his 
doctors to be unable to take office. 
In the meantime, the leadership is 
unwilling to make any pro- 
nouncements: while the country's 
131 million people cling to the 
hope that he will recover. 

Mr. Neves, elected by a 686- 
member Electoral College in Jan- 
uary^ is said to have overwhelming 
popular' support demonstrated 
Iasi year at opposition rallies to 
back legislative changes to allow 
direct' presidential elections. 


If the opposition campaign had 
succeeded in changing the con- 
stitution imposed by the architects 
of the 1964 military coup, Mr. 
Neves would have won a landslide 
victory, politicians say. 

But Brazil now faces the pro- 
spect that the presidency will con- 
tinue to be occupied by Vice- 
president Jose Sarney, who is ye- 
arly identified in the public eye 
with 21 years of military rule as 
former president of the Social 
Democrat Party (PDS). 

Agriculture Minister Pedro 
Simon told reporters that, in the 
event of Mr. Sarney's succession, 
unity of the ruling Democratic All- 
iance of the main Brazilian Dem- 
ocratic Movement Party (PMDB) 
and the minority government par- 
tner, the Liberal Front Party 
(PFL). would be insufficient to 
avoid social conflict. 

Without a social pact involving 
workers and employers, social 
turbulence would result, he said, 
warning: “Without und- 
erstanding, the situation could get 
out of control.” 

Gen. Rubera Bayma Denys, 
chief of military staff at the pre- 
sidency and a member of the Nat- 
ional Security Council, told rep- 
oners Brazil's Armed Forces were 
ready to help the civilian aut- 
horities in the event of civil dis- 
order after Mr. Neves' death. 

Political sources said the calling 
of a direct presidential election 
should Mr. Sarney succeed Mr. 
Neves would add radicalism to the , 
present political paralysis. 


French nuclear submarines 
shoot when mission fails 


By Gavin Bell 

Reiner 

L’lLE LONGUE, France - in 
the silently beating heart of the 
French strategic nuclear sub- 
marine Le Foudroyant there are 
two identical keyboards. 

They resemble office typ- 
ewriters, but the only message 
they will ever write is “arra- 
ageddon”. 

For their sole function is to uni - 
eash a holocaust of 16 M-20 mis- 
siles, each armed with the- 
rmonuclear warheads 500 times 
more powerful than the bomb 
which destroyed Hiroshima. 

The irony of the keyboards is 
that their operation will mean the 
submarine has already failed in its 
mission — to deter a nuclear att- 
ack on France. To actiyate them 
with secret codes will be an act of 
pure vengeance on a monumental 
scale. 

Captain Hubert Foil lard and his 
second-in-coinmand live with the 
awful knowledge that if ever they 
use the keyboards, civilisation in 
much of Europe would have alr- 
eady ceased to exist. 

CapL FoiUard, commander of 
Le Foudroyant (the thunderer), 
gave a succinct explanation of his 
task during a recent press visit to 
the headquarters of France’s Str- 
ategic Submarine Force (FOST) 
in Brittany where reporters boa- 
rded his vessel. 

“My job is to create fear. To 
make sure an enemy understands 
we will retaliate, that we will take 
an eye for an eye, so he leaves us 
alone and we leave him alone/'-he 
said. 

Asked about the apocalyptic 
power under his command,' he 
said: “There are no degrees of 
horror in war. If you kill a man 
with a sword, wipe out a platoon 
with a machinegun or destroy a 
city with a nuclear bomb, the 
moral question is the same. 

“If. we receive the order to fire, 
all 16 missiles will be dispatched 
within a 10-minute period. That’s 
what we’re here for”. 

The concept of “second strike”, 
or massive . retaliation, is at the 
heart of France’s independent 
nuclear strategy. 

The country has 18 ground- 
launched ballistic missiles and 21- 
Mirage IV nudear bombers, but 


its strategic submarine fleet con- 
stitutes what President Francois 
Mitterrand has called “the spe- 
arhead of our deterrent force”. 

The fleet’s strike power inc- 
reased enormously this month 
with the entry into service of its 
sixth vessel, L’ Inflexible, armed 
with longer-range multiple war- 
head missiles. 

Each of tbe M-4 missiles is des- 
igned to deliver six 150-kiloton 
warheads over an area measuring 
350 by 150 kilometres in enemy 
territory up to 4,500 kilometres 
away. 

Four of the other submarines 
are to be equipped with the new 
missiles before the end of the dec- 
ade. Current plans provide for a 
new generation of submarines to 
become operational in the mid- 
1990s, designed to be more dif- 
ficult to detect and to have even 
greater firepower. 

Total secrecy is vital to the mis- 
sion of a strategic nuclear sub- 
marine (SNLE). When Le Fou- 
droyant is on patrol, the French 
high command knows which 
zone it is in but never its precise 
location. 

it avoids ail contact with other 
1 eas ^ disturbance in its 
vicinity wfll send it plunging sil- 
ently to the ocean depths. 

Unlike its greatest enemy, 
known in military jargon as the 
hunter-killer submarine, it never 
takes pan in joint exercises with 
allied forces. The Western allies 
regularly exchange information 
on the location of their attack 
submarines, bur. never of the 
SNLES- 

interior of Le Foudroyant, 
like its sister ships, is a dense jun- 
gle of high technology guidance, 
propulsion, armaments and com- 
munications systems. Tbe section 
housing the ballistic missiles is 
next door to the ratings’ canteen. 

The almost inconceivable des- 
tructive power contained in the 
ranks of Identical 10- metre 1 high 
tubes is curiously unreal — until 
you read a neat row of electronic 
signs fitted to tbeir sides. 

The wording is succinct: “Start 
sequence... launch pressure 
correct... door open... tube 
ready... authority to fixe”. 

That order can come only from 
the French president — or an app- 
oimed .deputy should he have 
been killed in a nuclear attack. 
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U.S. considered poisoning 500,000 in World War II 


Associated Press 

Cambridge, Massachusetts — 

Scientists considered using rad- 
ioactive food to poison 500,000 of 
the enemy during World War il. 
according to a newly declassified 
letter from J. Robert Opp- 
enheimer to Dr. Enrico Fermi, 
two pioneers of the atomic bomb. 

Hie proposal, which apparently 
was never fully developed, was 
disclosed in an article in ihe May- 
Jurte issue of Technology Review, 
a magazine published by the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute ol Tec- 
hnology. 

Mr. Oppenheimer. who dir- 
ected the building of the atom 
bomb in the Los Alamos lab- 
oratory in New Mexico, suggested 
in the letter dated May 25, 1943. 
that a plan to contaminate food be 


delayed until there was enough 
radioactive poison to kill a halt 
million people, the article said. 

The letter, sent from Mr. Opp- 
enheiiner in Santa Fe, New Mex- 
ico, to Dr. Fermi in Chicago, did 
not say how the poison would be 
administered or indicate the 
enemy against which the poison 
would be' directed. 

Dr. Fermi, an Italian-born phy- 
sicist who produced the first nuc- 
lear chain reaction in 1942, wor- 
ked with Mr. Oppenheimer on the 
Manhattan project that built the 
bomb. A winner of the NobeJ 
Prize in physics in 193.H. he died in 
1954. \lr. Oppenheimer died in 
1967. 

Fhe author of the article. Sta- 
nford University history Professor 
Barton J. Bernstein, wrote that he 


found the letter in the library of 
Congress. He said the project 
“probably foundered on sub- 
stantial technical problems and 
the reluctance of top military per- 
sonnel to divert resources faun 
the A-bomb.” 

“It illustrates an important fact: 
Amid the horror of World War II. 
including German concentration 
camps and the mass killing of war 
prisoners, many U.S. scientists, 
like rank-and-file civilians, were 
willing to devise new ways to kill 

the enemy by the thousands and 
even hundreds of thousands." 
Prof. Bernstein wrote. 

The atomic bomb was first suc- 
cessfully tested in July 1 945 and 
was dropped on Japan twice in 
August of that year. 

“ I think we should not attempt a 


plan,** - Mr. Oppenheimer wrote, 
according to the letter reproduced 
in the magazine, “unless we can 
poison food sufficient io kill a half 
a million men, since there is no 
doubt that the actual amount will, 
because of non-uniiorin dis- 
tribution. be much smaller than 
this." 

Mentioned in the Oppenheimer 
letter as being aware ol the plan 
were Edward Teller, known as 
lather of the hydrogen bomb, 
James Bryant Conuni. president 
of Harward University and cha- 
irman of the National Defence 
Research committee durinu 
World War II. Gen. Leslie Gro“- 
ves. commander of the Manhattan 
project, Gen. George C. Marshall, 
army chief of staff, and Dr. Joseph 
Hamilton, a physician and ass- 


ociate professor of medicine at the 
University of California at Ber- 
keley's radiation laboratory. 

Prof. Bernstein said that none 
of iheJ6 Manhattan project sci- 
entists he queried, including Mr. 
Teller. Hans Beihe. Frank Opp- 
enheimer, Robert R. Wilson, Phi- 
Hip Morrison, Robert Serber. 
Eugene Wigncr and Richard Fey- 
nman. recalled the poison plan. 

" Most were shocked when they 
saw the declassified document." 
the historian reported. 

in the letter Mr. Oppenheimer 
wrote that Gen. Marshall hud 
asked Mr. Conant to report on the 
“military uses of radioactive mat- 
erial. 

“I therefore, with Groves’ kno- 
wledge. and approval, discussed 
with him the application which 


seemed to us so promising, gave 
him a few points of detail and 
some orders of magnitude.” 

Mr. Oppenheimer said he pla- 
nned to discuss the matter "a little 
more deeply” with Prof. Ham- 
ilton, who. he said, had studied 
strontium, "which appears to offer 
the highest promise.” 
Strontium-90 is a radioactive 
isotope found in fallout from some 
nuclear explosions, h can destroy 
the tissues that make blood in 
humans and animals. 

Prof. Bernstein wrote that 
Frdnk Oppenheimer, a physicist 
and RoberTsyoungerhrother.cal- 
led the letter “bloodthirsty,” add- 
ing: "In those days we talked 
about everything, every way of kil- 
ling." Frank Oppenheimer died in 
February. 


Hats for all seasons 

THERE ARK people who wear hats, straw hats when its sunny, 
wall ones when its foggy. There are people who change hats dep- 
ending on the weather or the occasion. 

Those people would never allow themselves to go out without a 
hat for fear of a sun stroke or a cold draft. 

There are also people who change opinions like one would cha- 
nge hats, who applaud what is current and stamp out with rage the 
past, who claim with vehemence the contrary of what they had 
claimed the day before with the same vehemence. 

There are periple who swing with the wind and never go against 

it In fact, there are all kinds of people and this is very good... Being 
a pacifist, going where the wind blows or being the nattering 
type... why not. 

But does one have for that to destroy everything that preceded 
and say the contrary of what has always been stated? Anyhow, who 
is the fool, may I ask? 

My latest hobby is in fact to hear around me in salons or offices 
people deploying great efforts to convince you that the current 
ideas have always been theirs. That what is being adopted now is 
the right thing, as if game belongs to those who shout louder and 
criticise past follies in the toughest manner. 

I am personally for new ideas and new theories. I am for giving 
each one his chance to offer his best. 

As for the hyprocrites... 


Anzac Cove to be named officially 
for Gallipoli anniversary 


By Paul Bolding 

Hauer 

GALLIPOLI PENIVSJLA. 

Turkey - In April 1915. British 
and allied troops launched an inv- 
asion ol Turkey ihai niglu have 
shonenej WoiiJ War I by lwo 
years. 

bis lead ii was one ol ihe nosi 
disiisirous nilit.irv operations ol 
ihe century. one still re nemhereJ 
bitterly by Australia and New 
f Zealand, which iosi so ne 1M.UU0 
■' ol the tfsii nateJ 46.UUO allieJ 
dead. 

On April 25. ihe 7Uili ann- 
iversary ol the Gallipoli invasion, 
the site relerreJ to on ca npaign 
naps as AM 'AC Cove - tro n 
the initial letters ot the Australian 
and Mew / .ealanJ troops who lan- 
ded there - will he given that 
na ne officially by Turkey. 

At a u ne when troops were 
hogged down on the Western 
from. Britain's ai n in the invasion 
was to lorce Turkey out ot the war. 
start a new iront against Get nany 
and open a war n water route to its 
Russian ally by taking the t)ar- 
{ JaneJIes. 

The sparsely-populated pen- 
insula. dotted with Con- 
nbnwe.il th and French ce ncteries 
and Turkish ne norials, is a pat- 
chwork oi pinewooJs and tar- 
nlan .Is. lush and green at ilusii ne 
ol year. 

In sii n tier it is unbearably hou 
a cij.tuue wludv mi 1915 brought' 
disease to allied droops hit by .> 
lack ol water. 

Despile ihe recent coiisiiucnon 
of a road above ihe narrow beach 
at AM '.AC Cove, it is easy io see 
the steep, scrub an J gore covered 
hillside that greeted the troops. 

vluch oi the debris ol battle has 
been cleared in recent years, hut 
i pieces oi pouery water jugs and 


tins that helJ the soldiers’ staple 
diet ol bully heel' still lie around. 

The invasion was preceJed by a 
naval uite npi io lorce the 
heavily- ni ned Dardanelles Strait, 
which with the Bosphorus links 
the Black Sea and the Med- 
iterranean. 

The action cul nmateJ on 
March I s when I s battleships, as 
well as cruisers and destroyers, 
shelled Ions in the narrows in an 
unsuccessful atte npi to. destroy 
Turkish guns. 

In his book "Gallipoli". British 
historian and ne.nher ol par- 
lia neni Robert Rhodes Ja lies 
says: “For ihe loss ol nearly 7UU 
nen killed, three battleships sunk 
and three crippled, the allied lleet 
haJ nerely succeeded in nuking 
the Turks fire away ai nost all ol 
their heavy a n muni lion.” 

For Turkey, whose nodern his- 
tory concentrates on its struggle 
lor independence alter the 1914- 
IS war. the ca npaign has little 
significance, except as a conflict in 
which vlustiila Ne nal rose to 
pro ninence. 

■se nal. later Jtihbed Ataturkor 
"lather ol the Turks", was the 
Turkish co n nander at Gallipoli, 
fe was to beco ne ihe first pre- 
sident ot ihe republic. 

Turkish history books illusiraie 
his courage, leadership and battle 
skills. "I do not order you to sm- 
ack. J Ol der you to die." lie is said 
4o have 'iorJI his hen: 

For 1 ^ oVfcey? vfcf rch 1 S’ is "ihe;; 
'daie of ihe victory in what is caTle'tf 
the Canakkale War. A newspaper 
article marking the anniversary 
last week said: " The allied powers 
... made no allowance for the sup- 
eriority ot the Turkish soldier and 
Turkish military leadership” 

Ai A \ '.AC. on the we>i oi the 
peninsula, nllie.l troops were lan- 
ded about 1 - kilo netres lunher 


north i h an planned and were una- 
ble to nuke rapid progress inland. 
A Turkish account says scniil 
had calculated where lliey would 
fa n J. 

The ANZACs moved only ‘4 
kilometre. British and French tro- 
ops who landed at Hefles. on the 
southern tip ot the peninsula, 
fared little heuer. 

A break-out aiie.npt in August 
tailed, ansi both sides were bogged 
down in static trench warfare lor 
nuch ol their <s- j nonths in 
co nhai. 

The only bright note tor the all- 
ies was .that evacuations ol ihe 
A M 'AC and lelles sectors, ord- 
ered in Dece nber 1915 and Jan- 
uary 1916. were achieved without 
loss ol file. 

Recri ni nal ions soon began, 
however. Rhodes Janes concurs 
with lute Australian historian 
Alan vlooreheaJ thal the ca n- 
paign was "a nighty Jesiroyer ol 
reparations". A British royal 
commission concluded it had been 
ill-conceived and ineptly exe- 
cuted. Most ol the senior niliiary 
nen concerned resigned. 

Mr. Churchill lost his post in 
vlay 1916 and has since been Wa- 
ned in varying degrees lor ihe 
debacle. After a long u ne in the 
political wilderness, he hecu ne 
Britain's pri ne ninister in World 

. War JL. 

Jin -iPivlirBriixvb lustoraiin Roger.; 
.^vtyec nrdueifi'tlKtfc -hrM- it been- 
success-in |Y -Che ‘t^Yip.-rfin would ' ■■ 
have shortened WorlJ War I by 
two years and spared niliions ot 

lives. 

Turkish accounts sav a forcing 
ol ihe straits allowing the allies to 
supply Russia night have pre- 
vented that country's econo nic 
ail .1 social collapse and averted ihe 
Russian revolution. 


California addicts switch to synthetic drugs 


By Ronald Clarke 

Reuter 

LOS ANGELES - Chemists in 
sophisticated underground lab- 
oratories in California are creating 
a new breed of synthetic drugs 
dubbed "designer drugs" which 
officials say could make the poppy 
fields of Asia and South America 
obsolete. 

State health officials estimate 
that more than 70 people in Cal- 
ifornia have died from overdoses 
of synthetic heroin, only one of the 
"designer drugs”, in the past year 
and many more have suffered 
brain damage. 

Police are frustrated because 
most “designer drugs” — the term 
is borrowed from the fashion 
world which uses it for highly sty- 
led clothes such as “designer 
jeans" - are legal. Dealers arr- 
ested in raids have been released 
when it was discovered the drugs 
they were carrying were not tec- 
hnically heroin hui a legal variant 
made in a laboratory. 

"■ntis is a new phenomenon in 
California and we are very con- 
cerned that it is a growing trend." 
a spokeswoman for California’s 
division of drug programmes sard. 

Twenty per cent ol heroin add- 
icts in California are already using 
the synthetic variety, the head ot 
the division. Dr. Rohert Roh- 
ertson. estimated. The synthetic 
drugs are up jo a thousand limes 
more powerful than the real thing. 

J The man who coined the term 
Jyde^gpqr.V. drugs"- .Gary., J4en-t 
idersor>. an associate professoral' 
pharmacology at the University of 
California, believes that although 
the bulk ol the synthetic drugs are 
being sold in California, they will 
eventually spread to New York 
and oilier eastern U.S. cities. 

California police first came acr- 
oss “designer drugs" in 1979. 
when they lound two addicts lying 


dead on the outskirts of Los Ang- 
eles near samples of what they at 
first believed to be heroin. 

Thirteen more users had died - 
before forensic chemists identified 
the substance as a version of ien- 
tanyl. which is widely used as an 
anaesthetic in surgery. 

The variant, up to M0 times 
more powerful than heroin, was 
declared illegal in I9S1. But. hy 
that lime, a modified version, legal 
because ol iLs different chemical 
structure, was being sold on the 
streets. 

The small flow ot the "designer 
druus" has. in recent months. 


shown signs of turning into a del- 
uge. police said. 

~ As soon as a variant is declared 
illegal, its molecular structure is 
changed slightly and the synthetic 
drug becomes legal ag3in. 

Only a few chemists are bel- 
ieved by police to be producing 
the "designer drugs" so far. Des- 
pite widespread police inv- 
estigations. none of the secret lab- 
oratories has been discovered. 

A number of addicts have inc- 
reased their use of heroin to ove- 
rcome the feelings of irritation 
caused by use of cocaine. 

Some of the more wealthy add- 


icts take a mixture of heroin and 
cocaine - known on the streets as 
a "Belushi." after comedian John 
Belushi. who died after taking the 
two drugs. 

Dr. Robertson said the syn- 
thetic drugs cost as much as nat- 
ural drugs, but are more potent. 
Some addicts believe the synthetic 
drugs are less dangerous than the- 
real thing and others simply do not 
know they are being sold synthetic 
versions, he said. 

But some addicts who have inj- 
ected themselves with the syn- 
thetic drugs have reported being 
unable to coordinate the use of 


their limbs afterwards. 

Two addicts were found dead 
with needles still in their arms. 
Others appeared to have adv- 
anced symptoms of Parkinson's 
Disease, doctors said. 

In an attempt to learn more 
about "designer drugs". U.S. and 
California health officials have 
asked addicts to send them small 
samples anonymously. 

"Wc have no ties to the police 
and the information we obtain will 
be given only to public health off- 
icials." said one of the doctors 
involved in the project, James 
Ruuenber. 


Swissair’s applied European geometry. 


Ilcfiinki 


Restoring sparkle to the diamond market 


After a boom in the late 1^7 Us. the bottom fell out of the diamond 
market, partly because of the lack of agreed standards of value. Paul 
Cbeeseright, recently in Antwerp, reports on a new venture that seeks 
to revive the diamond market. 


TOO MANY burnt fingers. Too 
many spurious guarantees. Too 
many diamonds in bank vaults 
waiting for buyers who never mat- 
erialised. Memories of the 1970s 
investment diamond boom and its 
mid- J 9.X0 bust are sharp and often 
i bitter. 

The market remains depressed. 
There is no confidence. In 19S0. 
the value of the investment dia- 
mond market was estimated at 
$600 million. Now it Is thought to 
be about SI 00 million a year.* 

Bui the problems of the market 
now and the problems ot the mar- 
ket then remain the sunc - lack 
ol liquidity. 

In the I97Us. this was ove- 
rlooked as investors were led to 
believe that prices would just keep 
on rising. They had to believe that. 
IV not. there would have been little 
point in buying: there is no income 
from a diamond, only the hope 
that when the time of safe arrives 
there will be somebody ready to 
1 ,pay more than the original pur- 
chase price. 

But because each diamond is 
different, each has an individual 
value. And because the valuation 
of a diamond has traditionally 
been a matter of personal scrutiny 


— specialists peering at a stone 
through a special magnifying glass 

— estimates of price value flu- 
ctuate according to who is doing 
the peering. 

Many people who were seduced 
into the diamond market during, 
the 1970s could admire the stones, 
but could not define the value. 
They depend on the expertise and 
honesty ot the seller. In retrospect 
it appears that both these att- 
ributes were often lacking. 

When the speculative bubble on 
the market burst nearly five years 
ago. selling companies faded 
away, leaving investors with wor- 
thless guarantees and certificates 
ol value which were only as good 
as a potential buyer thought them 

to he. 

Certification is probably easier 
than valuation. It is possible, tor 
example, to buy a diamond, and 
have the certificates department 
of the Diamond High Council in. 
Anrwerp place a laser inscription 
on the stone defining the nature ot 
the diamond. 

This laser technique is bec- 
oming available at laboratories in 
other diamond centres. 

But there exists no market open 
to the general public for the pur- 


chase and the sale of diamonds in 
the sense that it is possible to buy 
gold Krugerrands through banks 

To do the same son ol things for 
diamonds means narrowing the 
criteria ot value — traditionally, 
based for polished diamonds on 
the Four "C s" of caratage. colour, 
clarity andcut. Or it not narrowing 
them, compressing them in such a 
way that it becomes possible to 
create a market based on a simple 
series of prices. One way of doing 
this is soon to see the light of Jay in 
Antwerp through the medium ol 
Real Diamond International, the 
corporate child ot Mr. Isy Neu- 
man. a life-long diamond man 
from a diamond family. 

For years he has been working 
on'a scheme to sell not single dia- 
monds but a portfolio of ten. They 
would be sealed in a container, ihe 
size ol a credit card, with a mic- 
rochip to safeguard the breaking 
ol the seal- Inside with the dia- 
monds would be a certificate, on 
security paper, specifying the nat- 
ure ot the diamonds, each ol which 
would have a laser inscription. 

Mr. Neuman's plan is to offer 
seven types of pon folios, each 
containing stones of comparable 
size and quality, adding up in wei- 
ght from one to five carats. 

Prices are and will be quoted on 
the Reuter Monitor under five 
sizes of stone and four qualities, 
thus giving 20 quotations. Real 


Diamond International would sell 
in the price being quoted on the 
day and guarantee to buy back at 
the price quoiaiion of the day ot 
re-sale. 

What Mr. Neuman wants is a 
network ol banks and financial 
institutions handling the sules in 
the same way as is done tor Kru- 
gerrands. But here, some four 
momhs before Real Diamond Int- 
ernational opens its doors lor bus- 
iness. is the snag. 

"The banks say they are int- 
erested. but to come back when 
the product is ready." he said. 
“It's a chicken and egg siiuuiion. 
Each bank is waiting for another 
to rake the first step." 

Real Diamond International 
needs start-up capital of 57.2 mil- 
lion. which is coming from Dutch 
venture capital sources, but once 
under way Mr. Neuman plans a 
public flotation. His holding com- 
pany will he based in Luxembourg 
and his diamond sales unit in oil- 
shore Bermuda. 

Mr. Neuman believes that his 
scheme will provide an open mar- 
ket and an answer to the liquidity 
problem. He expects sales of Si 25 
million in ihe lirsi year. " Through 
this system you not only gain the 
confidence of the public, you help 
the whole industry recover," he 
claims — Financial Times news 
feature. 
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Conned always a pair of 
points so that all the lines in- 
tersect at one point, and try to 
find out where that point is. 

If you have fun wiih gcomciry, you will 
determine the desired point quickly 
and precisely. And if you've always 
loalhed geometry, we'll give you quick 
and precise help: The correct solution 
is Switzerland, where wc fly to from 
Amman every Wednesday and Friday. 


But it's noi jusi the central locution in 
Europe that makes Switzerland what it 
has been for centuries: a point of transit 
for all the world. There are also numer- 
ous facilities and service* thal go to 
make a trip via Switzerland pleasant 
and diverting. 

For instance the extremely short 
transfer times at Zurich and Geneva 
airports. Or the excellent connections 
to more than 45 cities all over Europe. 
Not to mention the luggage that you 


Athens 


don't bother wiih until your airport of 
destination, and the tax-free shop 
where you can buy at extremely favor- 
able prices. 

Before you book your next flight, 
consider that the shortest and most 
convenient connection between two 
points is no! necessarily a straight line. 
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RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

AfrconditioiKd 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlryyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. *3896* 


• ’"""CHINESE 1 

!*& *iiwi*ANT * ; 

I TOURisrto : 

- 3rd Circle. Jabal Amman 1 1 
I Opposite AkHah Hospital, ft 

■ . PEKING DUCK & * 

g FLAMING POT FONDUE I 
I ARE OUR SPECIALITIES I 

! VISrTSOON! " 

I open daily 12:00-3:30 PM I 
I 6:00 PM to Midnight " 

| Tei.641093 J 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street Yarmouk 
' Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeaue 
for lunch FRIDAY 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 
Open daily 

[12:00 noon - 330 pjn* 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 


CHINA 
RESTAURAN' 

MOVE HOMMi 

•UPENMMKET 

The first and best Chinese : 
restaurant . 
in Aqaba 

Take away service ava- 
ilable 

'Open daily 1 1 30 .330 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, 

Tel: (0331) 4415 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing. • 
door-to-door service 

Affftu attorn rht mrki 
| Tel: 4*4090 Tta: 2xm MMCO JO| 

PXLBamtnW 
AMMAN JORDAN 
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Norway’s Kristiansen shatters 
women’s marathon world best 


LONDON (R) — Norway’s Ingrid Kristiansen sha- 
ttered the women’s world marathon best time Sun- 
day when she won the London Marathon in two 
hours 21 minutes six seconds. 


LONDON (R) — Norway's Ing- 
rid Kristiansen shattered the 
women's world marathon best 
time Sunday when she won the 
London Marathon in two hours 2-1 
minutes six seconds. 

The previous record of 2:22:43 
was set by Olympic Champion 
Joan Benoit of Lhe United States 
in Boston on April 18, 1983. 

Kristiansen set a blistering pace 
from the start on a cool, overcast 
day. ideal for marathon running. 

At the halfway stage of the 
42.195-km race Kristiansen was 
clocked at 1:10:10, well within 
world record pace. 

At that point the Norwegian 
looked as if she could break the 
2:20 barrier but she tired not- 
iceably in the latter stages of the 
race and. grimacing with pain, 
fought her way grimly to the finish 
line. 

Kristiansen won the London 
Marathon last year in 2:24:26. the 
second fastest women's time until 
Sunday, and was fourth in last 
yea r'£ Los Angeles Olympics. 

The men's event was won by 
Britain's former world record hol- 
der Steve Jones. 

Jones, who lost his world best to 
Portugal's Olympic Champion 
Carlos Lopes Saturday, clocked 
2:08; 1 6 ahead of compatriot Cha- 
rlie Spedding and Alistair Hutton. 

Kristiansen said later conditions 
had been perfect for a fast time 
and added she had received plenty 
of encouragement along the route. 


She said she would rest for a 
month before turning to the track 
where she planned to concentrate 
on the 3,000 and 5.000 metres 
before returning to the marathon 
in October. 


Asked if she thought she could 
break the 2:20 barrier Kristiansen 
smiled and replied:*‘it's possible". 

Jones, who had a stimng tussle 
with Olympic bronze medallist 
Spedding before pulling away in 
the final few kilometres, said he 
had not been concerned with rec- 
apturing his world best from 
Lopes. 

"The time was irrelevant." he 


said. "The important point was to 
win the race." 

Kristiansen, who had been for- 
ced to do much of her recent tra- 
ining on a treadmill in her kitchen 
because of the severity of the 
Norwegian winter, turned to mar- 
athon running in 1977. 

A former cross-country skier, 
she finished second, third and fifth 
in consecutive New York mar- 
athons and won a bronze medal in 
the 1982 European Cha- 
mpionships. 

Kristiansen. 28. emerged finally 
from the shadow of her illustrious 
compatriot Greie Waitz, winner 
of the women's marathon in ihe 
inaugural World Championships, 
last year. 

The stocky Norwegian, with her 
distinctive high-shouldered gait, 1 
won the Houston Marathon in 
January. 


Senna claims his 1st 
Grand Prix victory 


ESTORIL. Portugal (R) — Ayr- spun out while in third place, and 


ton Senna of Brazil conquered his 
rivals and a rain-saturated track to 
win the Portuguese Grand Prix 
motor race in impressive style 
Sunday. 

It was 25 -yea r-old Senna’s first 
World Championship triumph, 
achieved only two races into his 
second season in Formula One. 

The victory in atrocious con- 
ditions also ended an eight-race 
unbeaten run set by McLaren pair 
Alain Prost and Niki Lauda. 

Frenchman Prosu bidding for 
his fourth consecutive victory. 


then title-holder Lauda of Austria 
coasted into retirement with app- 
arent mechanical failure. 

Italian Michele Alboreto fol- 
lowed his second place in Brazil 
two weeks ago by finishing behind 
Senna in his Ferrari, while Fre- 
nchman Patrick Tambay was third 
in a Renault. Alboreto’s effort put 
him top of the championship sta- 
ndings. 

Trie race did not run its full 
69-laps distance. The two-hour 
maximum time rule was invoked 
two laps from the end. 


Cycling competition 
scheduled for April 28 


AMMAN (Petra) — An international cycling competition will be 
held in Jordan on April 28th in which local, Arab and foreign teams 
are expected to take pan. 

The event to be organised by the Tarif Cycling Club will include 
individual and team races, according to Jihad Saqr, the club's pre- 
sident. 

He said the teams' competition will be for 100 kilometres and will 
take a four-course route along the Queen Alia International Airport, 


Lloyd, Garrison to meet in WTA final 


starting from the airport highway’s circle, going towards the airport's 
bridge. Madaba Bridge, Na’our Bridge 


and returning to starting 

point. 

The individual ceding competition wili be for 140 kilometres 
starting from the University of Jordan, going towards Jubeiha, along 
the Yajouz road to ‘Awajanon the Zarqa Highway back to the Sports 
City Wadi Shu'eib, Zarqa. The Institute, Salt, Zay Circle, A1 ‘ Arida 
road, A1 Salt junction, A1 Huramar crossroads, Fuheis, A1 Has- 
himieh. Sweileh and the University of Jordan's Faculty of Eng- 
ineering. 

The lop three in each event will be presented with silver trophies 
and the top ten will receive medals. 


Luton shocks United 


LONDON (R) — Manchester 
United's faint hopes of catching 
runaway English first division soc- 
cer leaders Eve non dimmed even 
funher Sunday when they were 
beaten 2-1 at Luton. 

A last minute goal by Mick Har- 
ford, who had earlier converted a 
•penalty to give Luton a 68th rrrm- 
ute lead, earned the home side 
three valuable points in their bid 
to escape relegation. 

United, who were indebted to 
England goalkeeper Gaiy Bailey 


for two outstanding saves in the 
first half, fell behind 


when Bailey 
became the villain of the piece by 
bringing down Brian Stein in the 
penalty box. 


But they looked like earning at 
least a point and cutting Everton's 
lead in the title race to nine points 
when Northern Ireland int- 
ernational Norman Whiteside 
equalised three minutes later. But 
Luton, beaten FA. Cup serai- 
finalists, were not to be denied. 


Lendl crushes McEnroe 


TOKYO (R) — French Open 
Champion Ivan Lendl inflicted a 
crushing 6-4. 6-2 defeat on John 
McEnroe in the final of the 
5250,000 Tokyo exhibition tennis 
tournament Sunday. 

A sadly-out-of-touch McEnroe 


was never in contention from 4-4 
in the fust set and failed to hold his 
serve again in the match after 
Lendl broke through in the ninth 
game. 

And although McEnroe twice 
captured his opponent's service in 
reply, it was not enough to stop 
LendL 


AMELIA ISLAND, Florida (R) 
— Top-seeded American Chris 
Evert Lloyd rallied from a one-set 
deficit to defeat third-seeded Cla- 
udia Kohde-Kilsch of West Ger- 
many 5-7, 6-3, 6-2 Saturday to 
advance to the finals of the 
5250,000 Women’s Tennis Ass- 
ociation (WTA) Championships. 

Lloyd's opponent will be 21- 
year-old American Zina Gar- 
rison, who scored her biggest pro- 
fessional victory with a 7-5, 6-4 
upset of second-seeded Hana 
Mandlikova of Czechoslovakia. 

Lloyd, reaching the WTA finals 
for the fifth straight year, almost 
wilted in the afternoon heat. She 
dropped the last three games to 
lose the first set and was a point 
away from falling behind 3-0 in 
the third set. 

But the 30-year-old American 


hit a lob winner and proceeded to on the tour, even fa^ thrnMar- 
break Kohde-KIlsch’s serve to ana (Navratilova) Mandlikova 
reach 2-1. said-- 

She won the next five games to (j ar rison-Mandlikova 

dose out the match, her second ^ cveD at 5.5 in the first, 
three set duel in less than ^ but Garrison broke through in 

hours. the 11th game by chasing down a 


Lloyd battled 14-year-old Gab- l>ac |-} ianc j and hitting a passing 
riela Sabatmi of Argentina for two sho£ w ^ a break point. Man- 
hours Friday night before pulling then double-faulted to go 


out a 6-1 , 1-6, 6-3 victory- down 6-5 and Garrison held serve 
*'I was exhausted when I got ^ the next game to take the set. 
borne Friday night,” Lloyd said. ^ had 




G^n m SmSSo. had second set to go up M and held 
uamson, sccuew iuui , dose out the match. 

SSS afes 


•ssr** 1 ”*'"” is.'SfA'StsU 

“I think she’s the fastest player vious matches. * 


Monaco to stage sports 
extravaganza in May 


By Derek Parr 
Reuter 


WATER AUTHORITY 
CONTRACTS OF WASTEWATER 
COLLECTION 

SYSTEM FOR GREATER AMMAN 

1 . The Water Authority invites experienced contractors 
from member countries of the World Bank, Swi- 
tzerland and Taiwan and contractors in the Has- 
hemite Kingdom of Jordan who have been pre- 
qualified as general and first and second class water 
and sewerage contractors and general class roads 
and buildings contractors by the Ministry of Public 
Works of Jordan to submit bids for the supply and 
construction of the sewerage network, mains, sub- 
mains and house connections in greater Amman as 
follows: . ' 

97/85 Contract T-2 consists of 35 Km. of concrete and 
ductile pipes ranging in size from 150 mm to 400 
mm in Tabarbour. 

98/85 Contract BQ-S2 consists of 33 Km of concrete 
and ductile ranging in size from 150 mm to 300 
mm in Baqa Camp, and Abou-Nussier. 

99/85 Contract SH-S2 consists of 31 Km of concrete 
and ductile pipes ranging in size from 150 mm to 
Schneller Camp. 

100/85 Contract SW-S2 consists of 36 Km of concrete 
and ductile pipes ranging in size from 150 mm 
to 400 mm in Sweileh-Safout-Ain Al Basha. 

101/85 Contract KW-S2 consists of 34 Km of concrete 
and ductile pipes ranging in size from 150 mm 
to 400 mm in Kelda, Umel-Sommaq. 

2- A prebid conference will be held on Sunday 12 May, 
1985 beginning at 9:00 hours at the office of the 
Water Authority. 

3- On May 12, 1985 contractors or joint ventures shall 
submit in a sealed envelope or in person or by mail 
the informations on the firm or on the firms of the 
joint venture requested in the instruction to bidders. 
The information will be evaluated and contractors 
will be informed whether or not to submit a bid. 

4- The bids are due not later than 12.00 noon, Jordan 
local time on Sat. 8 June 1985 at the office of the 
Water Authority. 

5- Contract documents may be examined and pur- 
chased from the following address: 

Water Authority 
Jabel Hussein 
Nablus Street 
P.O. Box (2412) 

Amman, Jordan 
Telephone 666111 
Telex: 22439 WAJ JO. 


The cost of the initial copy of the contract documents 
purchased by a bidder is JD 150 per set, and the cost of 
any additional copies of the contract documents by a 
bidder is JD 75 per set. No refunds will be made for the 
return of full or partail sets of contract documents. 
Copies of the contract documents will be sent to pro- 
spective bidders by the Water Authority upon receipt of 
the proper amount in the bank cheque. 

Eng. M.S. Kailani 
President 

Water Authority 


TO LET 


Deluxe fully-fumished apartments, 2-3 bedrooms 
with colour T.V., central heating and telephone. 
Located at the 4th & 6th Circle. 

2 Mercedes 200 model 81 & 82 for sale. Excellent 
condition. DUTY PAID. 


Please contact 815357 after 1 p.m. - 8 p.m. 




OelMM Diesel 
AWSOR * 



£>3— all 

f 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT •«■ 


Consisting of two besd rooms, salon, dining 
room, spacious veranda, two bathrooms, second 
floor, lift, garage and separate central heating. 

Location: Urn Uthaina, behind Gandoul Hotel, a 
short distance from 5th Circle, Jabal Amman. 


Call tel. 665471 after 2.00 p.m. 


mUAwLSLoH ijLaJaS pu 
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PARIS — Monte Carlo will bec- 
ome the temporary sports capital 
of the world next month when a 
parade of Olympic athletics and 
swimming champions and the 
Formula One Grand Prix circus all 
hit town in the space of 16 days. 

The extravaganza opens on 
May 11-12 when the United Sta- 
tes, West Germany. France and 
Italy compete in a four-nation 
men’s athletics meeting in the new 
Louis II stadium — with the pos- 
sible participation of the * King of 
the Track’, Carl Lewis. 

One week later on May 19, the 
streets of Monte Carlo will rev- 
erberate to the roar of Formula 
One engines as the Monaco Grand 
Prix, restored to the motor-racing 
calendar after months of wra- 
ngling and litigation, gets under 
way. 

The fiesta will then come to a 
fitting climax on May 25-26 with a 
16-nation swimming int- 
ernational, featuring a dutch of 
Olympic champions and world 
record-holders from East and 
West. 

Lewis' presence in Monte Carlo 
would add extra magic to the gat- 
hering and Prince Albert, son and 
heir of Prince Rainier, took Lhe 
opportunity to contact him while 
in . the UiL.this month. Athletics 
Federation Vice-President • Ber- 
nard Fau trier said. 


Fautrier said Lewis had not 
committed himself either way, 
adding: “We can’t say he will def- 
initely come, but he was not neg- 
ative. 

The U.S. have announced 26 
entries, including Olympic discus 
bronze medallist John Powell sod 
hurdlers Tome Campbell and 
Tran el Hawkins. 

The Italian challenge will be led 
by Alberto Cova, the Olympic, 
world and European champion 
over 10,000 metres, sbot-puner 
Alessandro Andrei, who also 


include 

Mary 


medallists. 

Olympic champions 
American freestylers 
Wayte. Tiffany Cohen and Mike 
O’Brien and Dutch backstroker 
Jo lan da de Rover. 

East Germany’s eight-strong 
earry includes Ute Geweniger and 
Cornelia Sirch, respectively 200 
metres backstroke and 200 metres 
individual medley world record- 
holders. 

There will be relief all round 
When the Formula One Grand 
Prix cars finally line-up on the sta- 


s truck gold in Los Angeles, add g^d in Monte Carlo, 
long jump bronze medallist Gio- 
vannie Evangelist!. * 

Olympic Ugh jump champion 
1 Dietmar Moegenburg and 400 
metres hurdles bronze medallist 
Haraid Schmid feature in a West 
German team, whose line-up also 
incl.udes Thomas Wessinghage, 

Erwin Skamrahl and Christian 
Haas. 

The swimming competition 
boasts the jjarticipation of 46 
Olympic finalists, including seven 
gold, nine silver and five bronze 


WATER AUTHORITY OF JORDAN 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
REBIDDING ON CONTRACTS 
70/85 and 72/85 


Water Authority of Jordan invites experienced con- 
tractors from member countries of the World.Bank, 
Switzerland and Taiwan and contractors in the Has- 
hemite Kingdom of Jordan who have been pre- 
qualified as general, first, and second class water 
and sewerage contractors, and general class roads 
and buildings contractors by the Ministry of Public 
Works of Jordan to submit bids for the supply and 
construction of sewerage net work, mains, sub- 
mains, and house connection, in greater Amman as 
follows: 


1- Contract 70/85 supply and construction of about 
26 Km of mains, submains, and house connection 
ranging in dia. from 150 to 300 mm in lower Wadi 
Seer Area. 

2- Contract 72/85 supply and construction of about 
1 9 Km of mains, submains, and house connection 
ranging in dia. from 150 to 500 mm in Schnellar 
Camp. 


Contracts documents are available at the Water 
Authority’s main office in Amman. 

The cost of the first copy is JD 150 for each contract, 
and JD 75 for any additional copy non-refundable. 
Bids are due no later than Tuesday 7/5/1985 at 12 
noon Jordan local time. 


Eng. M.S. Keflani 
President 
Water Auftority 




FOR RENT 


Two well-furnished flats, each with two bedrooms, 
sitting and dining rooms. Separate central heating 
with telephone. 


Canada beats Guatemala 
in World Cup qualifier 


Location: Opposite Jordan University. 
Call: 639577 - 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 


VANCOUVER, British Col- At 43:05 Mitchell converted a 
umbia (R) — Dale Mitchell scored cross by veteran defender Brace 
two goafs Saturday to lead Canada tyason after Ian' Bridge and 
to a 2-1 victory over Guatemala in Ritfdy Samuel headed the ball 
the second qualifying round for into the goal area. By the time 
the 1986 World Cup. Mitchell had the ball on his boot. 

After controlling play almost Castro was hopelessly out of pos- 
from the kickoff, Canada scored at irion. 

22 minutes and two seconds when 

Mitchell fielded a long kick by Mitchell was able to play with 
Canadian goalkeeper Paul Dolan, the national team Saturday only 
beat one defender and drilled the because his Tacoma stats did not 
ball past Guatemalan goal tender reach the finals of tire major ind- 
Herraegildo Pepe Castro. obr soccer league. 


HOUSES FOR RENT 


Two and three bedrooms with central heating, tel- 
ephone and garden. Salon, dining room and bal- 
conies. Could be suitable for office. Telex line ava- 
ilable. See to appreciate. 


Tel. 638,969 or 636,742. 


FADIA NAZZAL 
COMPUTER EST. 


Software house: Consultation & programming. 
Al-Abdali, Al-Daoud Commercial Center. 


Tel. 655460 


COMPUTER FIRM IS SEEKING A 
SALES ENGINEER 


BACKGROUND: 

— Arabic and English speaking. 

— Minimum two years successful sales record in 
mini/mainframes. 

— Good application experience. 

THE JOB: 

To self the complete range of computers in his 
appointed area. 

THE COMPANY: 

Distributor in six Middle East countries. One of the 
leading computer companies in the area. 

250 employees. 

12 sales and support centres. 

Send CV along with recent photograph to: 

Att: Managing Director 
P.O. Box 927060 
Amman - Jordan 

All applications will be treated in strict confi- 
dence. 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 


Consisting of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
salon and dining room with separate central hea- 
ting. 


Location: Shmeisani 

Can 964562 


FOR SALE 


The following items are for sale 

1- 22 RB Crane / Duty not paid 

2- International tractor with 10 ton trailer / Duty not paid 

3- Bomag roller. BM35 / Duty not paid 


t w Mixers " different sizes /. Duty not paid 

‘ 5 ^ different sizes / Duty lot paid 
^ R^ Prd < 5 ,n JP er8 ‘ 5 N®® different sizes / Dutypaid 
7 ~ pafc? mWade Compr0SsOrs ' 160 CFM 3 Nos f Duty 


8- Kleeman Sand Screen / Duty paid 
Pis contact Laing Projects 


Tal: 661987, 667686 Simon 
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Michel Boeri, President of the* 
Monaco Automobile Club, has 
spent much of the last 12 months 
embroiled in a bitter dispute over 
television rights with the sports 
rating body, the International 
Automobile Federation (FIA). 
which' threatened this year' s race. 

The two sides were reconciled 
only two months ago, but Boeri 
said arrangements for the 43rd 
Monaco Grand Prix were pro- 
gressing well. 
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WHERE THE 
BOYS ARE 


Shows at 3^0/ 6 8. 30/10 , 15 
TH-- 34W4-34W9 
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Credit cards outgrow parents 


LONDON. — To the world at 
large, ba nks and credit card com- 
panies look like dose allies 
cross-selling, as they do, each oth- 
ers' products, and attacking sim- 
ilar markers; But theirs is an une- 


of bankers. 

This is all highly ironical, since 
credit card companies like Visa 
and Master Card are owned by the 
banks which issue the cards.' But 
bankers complain that card org- 


asy alliance, as a couple of recent . aniaations are now so huge that 
eruptions of a long-simmering row they have taken on a life of their 


have shown. 

Last month. Dr. Eckan v an 
Hooven, one of the top executives 
ai Deutsche Bank; Germany’s lar- 
gest, delivered a sharp attack on 
American Express, saying that 
banks which dealt with it were like 
foolish Mercedes salesmen riding 
in Opels. 

More lately, at a gathering of 
EFMA* the bank marketing org- 
anisation in the genteel Swiss lak- 
eside resort of Montreaux, several 
bankers launched into Visa, Mas- 
ter Card and American Express, 
accusing them of being '‘Trojan 
horses’’ and “the enemy within” 


own. They lump them together 
with other suppliers of banking 
■products’ like American Express, 
who, they say, are getting unc- 
omfortably close to their own 
markets, and trying to steal their 
precious client lists. 

American Express seen 
as gravest threat 

American Express, with its 


pensers and other financial ser- 
vices under their highly aggressive 
managements, bankers have also 
become increasingly nervous of 
being swamped by their own cre- 
atures: Of becoming known sim- 
ply as a “Visa bank” or a “Master 
Card bank", hence their insistence 
on having their own name 
prominently on the credit cards 
they issue. 

Visa, Master Card and Amex 
deny that they have predatory int- 
entions. or aim to grab the banks 
retail deposits, which is one of the 
bankers greatest fears. 

Mr. James Larkin, the president 
of American Express European 
Travel Service company, said in. 
response to the battering he rec- 


Why do feelings run so high? group includes a stockbroker, 
! Jui te si mply bankers who once Shea rson , 
rushed to sell these organisations* 


. .. j , ,, iwiMist me udiiciiiiK us ice- 

large credit card and travellers eivedaiMontreuxz’Ttisfoolishto 
cheque business and - now - a that any foreign financial 

growing international network of 
cash dispensers, is seen as the gra- 
vest threat- The fact that the U.S. 


cards and travellers cheques now 
see them becoming powerful 
competitors. 

Mr. Michael Brocksora; man- 
aging dirfecior of Thomas Cook 
Financial Services, the Midland 
Bank subsidiary and travellers 
cheque issuer which has been 
drawn into the controversy, des- 
cribes it as “creeping credit card 
^disease.” 

“We believe that many banks 
risk cutting their own throats by 
allowing credit card companies to 
‘muscle in’ on their most prized 
customers — their own account 
holders," he says, summing up the 
view held by an increasing number 


and an upmarket bank. 
Trade Development Bank, only 
adds, to its image of. a wolf rav- 
enous for wealthy clients. 

The American Express 
(AMEX) Gold Card is seen as 
.specially ominous by some ban- 
kers. This card is usually issued oy 
banks to their most creditworthy 
customers and backed by a bank 
line of crediL. This may be a fine 
service to offer, but it hands Amex 
a top quality client list on a plate. 

Bankers have been worried 
about this, but Amex has pro- 
mised that it will not use Gold 
Cardholder lists to tout for other 
business. 

As the card companies move 
into travellers u.eques, cash dis- 



FORECAST FOR MONDAY, APRIL 22, 1985 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: During the daytime 
there can be areal battle over financial holdings or where 
some possessions are concerned, or where antagonism 
exists between, two or more persons. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Avoid a confrontation to- 
day over money matters, and then tonight you can get 
a dear picture of the whole situation. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You and your partner 
are both stubborn over some issue today, so say that 


to get a co- worker ^ to* cooperate today, so handle your 
' job accurately and forget about others. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Don't argue 
with a good friend, and you will save time and energy 
and save the friendship. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) A bigwig and a family tie 
could argue during the daytime but keep out of it, and 
it will soon blow over. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Don't take advice from 
outsiders where routine work is concerned, but tty to 
improve them sensibly by yourself. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Get busy and pay your 
pressing bilk, and don't find fault where there is none. 
Improve your credit. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Soma responsibility of 
long standing has you so concerned that you could fail 
to han dle s ome emergency, so cheer up. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Don’t try to do 
more work thanyou can handle just to get out of a tem- 
porary bind or you could ruin your health. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Don’t enter into an 
argument between a family tie and a good friend, or you 
could lose th e m both. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Be certain to handle 
obligations at home before you get out into the business 
world. Tty to please a family tie. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) There are important 
meetings to- attend even though you may have to leave 
your work for a while. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by James and 
Phyllis Barrie* 


ACROSS 
1 House: Sp. 

5 HU- 
S Goidellc 
language 

13 Utah city 

14 Ridge 

16 — the line 

(conformed) 

17 Like a dotty 

18 Watch part 

20 Ancient coin 

21 Plying saucer 

22 Delicate 

23 Explorer's 
ship 

24 Course 

25 Grampus 

26 Classified 
Items 

27 Kind of 
statesman 

29 Needing 
guidance 
33 Lillie or 
Arthur 

36 Disrespectful 

37 Time 
39 Ramble 

42 Latter grade 

43 Latin American 
45 Family mem. 

47 Square pillar 

48 Foamy stuff 
Si Part of Can.. 

53 —deia Plata 

55 — cutpa 

56 W tufts by 
Hence 

58 Neither good 
nor bad 

81 Coaster 

82 Fingering 
guide 

63 Home’s cousin 
85 London gallery 

68 Tight 

67 More rational 
88 Great Barrier 
Island 

69 Troubles 

70 fieys further 

71 Make coffee 

DOWN 

1 Period relative 



i IMS Tneuna M*dl» Serve**, me. 
*n Rapmi n***r“*o 


..'Yesterday's Paula Solved: 


2 “Lawrenceol — ' " 44 Mimics 


3 Utoanttv 
rwmp ■ 

4 Digestive 
enzyme 

5 A rubbing out 
B Wroth 

7 Military VIP 

8 WWIIabbr. , 

9 Righteous 
10 Horaeofa 

certain cotor- 
.11 Broadcast 
12 Whirlpool 
15 Approve 
is Patriots' org. 

20 Tip 

30 Inferior 

31 Direction 

letters 

32 Put array 
34 DfS/Oig. 

38 Spherical body 46 Shingled area 

37 Cry of triumph' ' 49 Tantalbsd 

38 Snaro so Leather* 

40 Embraces .52 Moyp unsteadily 

41 Kind Of raid 54 Writer Fleming 



57 Cookout fare 


58 Place In 
Piedmont 

59 Pood and 
drink 

60 Eye: comb, form 
64 Farm sound 


services company is ever going to 
be able to compete with the tho- 
usands of branches that local 
banks have in Europe or els- 
ewhere.” 

Visa' earned black points 

Visa earned black points with 
many bankers for making its card 
available to the pioneering Cash 
Management Account offered by 
Merrill Lynch. The large Wall Str- 
eet retail broking firm occupies 
the same place in many bankers' 
minds as American Express: The 
arch non-bank competitor. 

But Mr. Charles Russell. V isa's 
president, claims that bankers' 
worries are based on a “mis- 
conception'' as to what credit card 
companies are about. “We only 
act as agents, never as principal*,*' 
he says. 

Master Card, under its pre- 
sklent Mr. Russel] Hogg, has tried 
to appease bankers by stressing 
that it is an association of bank- 
owned card companies like Access 
in the U.K. ana Eurocard on the 
continent. So it cannot trample on 
its owners' best interests. 

The depute is complicated by 
nationalistic overtones: Eur- 
opeans resisting the incursions of 
the U.S. dominated groups, which 
is what both Visa and Master Card 
essentially are. The strength ot Dr. 
Van Hooven's feelings is also asc- 
ribed to some extent To ihe special 
circumstances of the German 
market, where banks fed highly 
vulnerable to non-bank com- 
petition of all kinds. 

Bui both sides also know ihai 
they cannot rupture the bonds ihai 
. link them. Banks need io have 
products that people will buy. and 
experience- has* -shown that cus- 
tomers prefer credit cards and tra- 
vellers cheques with big names on 
them. 

“We've got past the point ol 
thinking that we must have our 
own name on everything.” said a 
senior European banker at Mon- 
ireux. who believes many of his 
colleagues' fears are overdone. 

American Express also needs 
the banks as outlets for its goods 
and services, and is keen to extend 
its reach through co-operation. It 
is currently trying io enlarge its 
international cash machine net- 
work through sharing arr- 
angements with continental 
banks, so it has to tread carefully 
loo. The same goes for the card 
companies which need ihe banks 
as much as the banks need the 
companies. 

— Financial Times news feature. 


Saudis tighten belts as oil revenues decline 


RIYADH — Saudi Arabia is tightening its belt as it 
continues to adjust to a situation in which its oil 
production, still the source of nearly all its revenue, 
is running at a level only one- third of what it was five 
years ago, with average per barrel income down to 
$25 compared with $31- $32 three years ago. 

The budget published recently times are difficult, 
is the first since the price explosion t As King Fahd pm it in his bud- 
of 1973-74 to project lower spe-.* get statement: "It is natural lhat 
nding than actual disbursements we have to adapt ourselves in a 
in the previous year. By the sta- 
ndards of the developing world, 
the austerity may be modest, but 
for the kingdom the process of 
adjustment is not without pain. 

Among Saudi and foreign bus- 
inessmen in the kingdom there is a 
mood of concern, though not in 
any sense depression. The kin- 
gdom. after all. has a population of 
only S million. 

Even so. the Saudi market is not 
nearly as easy and profitable as it 
used to be and there is little pro- 
spect of its improving for the rest 
of this decade. 

In the last year, there hat e been 
delays in the government paying 
contractors, though recently this 
situation has improved. Many 
small and inefficient Saudi bus- 
inesses have ceased to operate. 

There have been one or two ser- 
ious collapses and more are exp- 
ected. 

Until this budget the got - 
emmem's line in public was that 
business would continue as usual, 
financed by modest drawings on 
the kingdom's massive financial 
reserves. Now it is admitting that 


constructive way to the new cir- 
cu ms lances." 

The new budget, which runs 
from March 23 to March 12 next 
year, precisely balances revenues 
and expenditure at rivals 200 bil- 
lion (S56 billion). It involves the 
government increaing revenue by 
about S10 billion and cutting spe- 
nding by nearly $4 billion. 

In practice, on both the spe- 
nding and revenue sides, the bud- 
get is rather optimistic, though less 
so than the budgets for the last two 
years. 

It is thought that ihe gov- 
ernment should not find it too dif- 
ficult to cut expenditure, given 
that the saving needed is only S4. 
billion. Efforts are already being 
made to reduce administrative 
spending by setting a limit on the 
amount ol overtime government 
employees may work and res- 
tricting their official foreign travel 
to two months a year. 

In the last 12 months, subsidies 
have been reduced on certain too- 
Jstutfs. water, electricity and pet- 
rol. albeit by small amounts. Last 
October, a big cut was announced 


in the price that the government 
will pay wheat farmers for this 
summer's harvest. This alone sho- 
uld save more than S500 million. 

Government plans more 
cuts in subsidies bill 

The government says its int- 
ention is to make further cuts in its 
enormous subsidy bill and there 
seems to be ample scope for it 
doing so. At present, subsidies 
account for 80 to 90 per cent of the 
real cost of water and electricity 
supplies. Petrol is still 50 cents a 
gallon. 

Whether these subsidies are cut 
further will depend on decisions 
still to be taken by the king. 

King Fahd may find it extremely 
difficult to bring himself to act on 
the issue. He is a kind man who 
hates taking awkward decisions 
and his instinct will be that wha- 
tever harsh measures might be 
suggested by the financial sit- 
uation. the years of prosperity 
ought to be allowed to continue 
for" the Saudi people for a bit lon- 
ger. 

Most probably, if the gov- 
ernment finds its spending run- 
ning above target, it will again 
delay contractors’ payments and 
postpone projects. This is despite 
the fact that it is said this year that 
development outlays should inc- 
rease at the expense of current 
spending, which seems to have 
been rising out of control. 

The more serious problem con- 
cerns the revenue side of the bud- 


get, of which the government gives 
no breakdown. 

Petromin, Aramco 
may help 

Given the state of the oil mar- 
ket, it is difficult to see Saudi Ara- 
bia receiving more than S27 bil- 
lion to $29 billion for oil and nat- 
ural gas sales. Investment income 
and current domestic revenues 
can hardly be above S9 billion and 
S7 billion respectively. 

To supplement these sums, it is 
thought that the government is 
intending to demand some $3 bil- 
lion of liquid assets built up over 
the years by Petromin, the state oil 
company, and Aramco. the com- 
pany that runs Saudi oil pro- 
duction. 

Together, these forces give a 
total plausible revenue of "about 
$46 billion to $4K billion, which 
suggests that, despite its int- 
entions, the state will have to draw 
some Sx billion to SI 0 billion from 
its reserves. 

The kingdom has not published 
a figure for its reserves since last 
August, but they are thought to 
stand at present at about Si 00 bil- 
lion to SI 10 billion. 

Whether the government will 
admit that it is drawing on its res- 
erves if it has to do so is a difterent 
matter. In the year just ended, it 
predicted drawings ot SI 5 billion 
and has announced actual dra- 
wings of exactly this amount. 

In reality, it is thought ihai its 
drawings amounted to $2(J billion 



King Fahd 

and that this figure has been dis- 
guised by creative accounting. 

For Saudi businessmen it is 
important that this year the gov- 
ernment is intending' lo balance to 
budget. The rundown of reserves 
last year was widely known and 
was felt to be happening at too fast 
a rate. 

So far. few Saudis have sub- 
jected the budget to any rigorous 
analysis and no details or critical 
unofficial comment are ever pub- 
lished in the kingdom's new- 
spapers or magazines. The ten- 
dency has been for most people lo 
greet with relief the news that the 
kingdom will be receiving S56 bil- 
lion of revenue. 

The more sophisticated accept 
Lhat the figures are optimistic, but 
they say that, if Lhe government 
makes Draper economies, they see 
no reason why a country of s mil- 
lion people should not run happily 
on just S40 billion a year — Fin- 
ancial Times news leature. 


Italians remain firmly under exchange controls 


ROME — The evening flight had 
left London for Rome nearly an 
hour late. The passengers on the 
Airbus were just getting over their 
irritation at the delay" when the 
crew started handing out forms. 
Everyone, they saidl must write 
down on them all their foreign 


lude shopping — and if he needs it 
for business” use the amount of 
foreign exchange he can spend is 
fixed in advance with the aut- 
horities. 

If an Italian wants to buy shares 
in a foreign company he has to 
make a non-interest-bearing dep- 


currency and travellers cheques. ' osil equivalent io 40 per cent 
and then get the form stamped by (until recently 50 per cent 1 of the 

Italian customs when they arrived -■ r ' 

at the airport. 

The bewildered tourists and 
businessmen set to work, counting 
out their banknotes and won- 


value of the investment. 

Penalties are severe 

What's more, the penalties tor 
breaking the rules are severe. 


dering just what son of country Anyone who exports or holds abr- 
ihey were going to. But when they oad Lire 5 million (S2.500) risks 
reached Fiumidno Airport they 


found the customs men had alr- 
eady gone home. So too had the 
taxi drivers.' : 

If there is one thing that dif- 
ferentiates Italy from most other 
industrial countries it is its very 
tight foreign exchange controls’. 
The passengers on that flight were 
unlucky to be subjected to a ritual 
that has generally been aba- 
ndoned. But for Italians the res- 
trictions are drastic and the pen- 
alties for breaching them are fer- 
ocious. 

Whereas an Englishman has 
since 1979 been able to export as 
much capital as he likes, an Italian 
has to get official permission for 
almost any transaction. He may 
not maintain a bank account abr- 
oad except for authorised business 
use. He may not own property 
abroad unless he can prove that he 
needs it for work. 

If he has a credit card he may 
use it abroad only for buying "tou- 
rist services” — which do not i no- 


going to prison for up to six years. 

Italy has a long history o"? exc- 
hange" controls. ”It is almost acul- . 


ar 


tural attitude.” says one official. 
"It's a belief that yeft can control 
anything: In particular the flow of 
money. In practice you can't.” 

vlussolinr instituted exchange 
controls before the war and they 
have remained in some form ever 
since. They were relaxed in the 
late 1950s and 1960s when the 
balance of payments was mostly 
healthy and the lira was strong. 
But in the 1970s they were tig- 
htened again as the oil crisis 
struck. 

In 1976. a vear in which the lira 
was devalued three times, foreign 
reserves dropped at one point to 
only S500 million and there was 
widespread fear that the Com- 
munists would sweep to power. 
The rules were drastically lig- 
htened. 

The rich were getting their 
money out as best they could. 
Rowing boats took it in cash acr- 


oss the lakes to Switzerland, and 
shady deals were devised to get 
capital out by means of share pur- 
chase and insurance swindles. 

An anxious parliament hustled 
onto the statute books the now 
notorious law 159 of 1976. It 
made it a criminal offence either 
to send or io hold abroad any sum 
above L5 million, without per- 
mission. It ordained that every 
foreign exchange transaction was 
illegal except for those specifically- 
approved by the government. 

Jt also required Italians who 
owned property abroad io sell it 
and bring the proceeds back io 
Italy — in her recent book Sus- 
anna Agnelli. sister of Sig Gianni 
Agnelli, chairman of Fiat, tells 
how she had to sell up her' apa- 
nmeni in New York and return to 
Italy. 

The law even made it the res- 
ponsibility of banks to determine 
whether any commercial tra- 
nsactions with foreign companies 
were conducted at the right price 
and were free of over -invoicing — 
putting in a higher bill so that the 
importer could get foreign exc- 
hange out of the country. 

“It was an impossible res- 
ponsibility to put on the banks — 
how could they carry it out wit- 
hout going down to the warehouse 
and looking round?” asks Sig Ric- 
cardo Dalla Yedova. a lawyer 
campaigning for reform of the cur- 
rency laws. 

People went to prison under the 
law and even foreigners who had 
tangled with it were prosecuted — 
.Swiss bankers for example. Yet 
the law did not, in most people's 


view, do much good. An import 
deposit scheme and the immense 
resilience of ihe Italian economy 
were more effective in bringing 
the balance of payments back into 
surplus. 

Dr. Lamberto Dini, deputy- 
governor of the Bank ot Italy, ref- 
lecting recently on the various 
measures applied in the 1970's 
said that they "showed the dis- 
advantages arid limits of strategies 
based on exchange restrictions." 

Since then the balance of pay- 
ments has passed through another 
period of crisis and become rea- 
sonably healthy again. But per- 
haps more important, the psy- 
chological climate has completely 
changed. Italians are no longer 
desperate to get all their money 
out of the coumryr-Oh the con- 
trary in the Iasi two or three years 
they have been repatriating much 
of what they had illicitly exported 
in order to finance their businesses 
and avoid interest rates. 

The professional currency smu- 
gglers ol the north have had to 
turn to burglary to make a living. 

Italy's foreign currency reserves 
are growing and foreign savers 
and companies are investing in Ita- 
lian companies — the case for 
keeping draconian foreign exc- 
hange rules is weak, and, as Dr. 
Dini admitted in his speech, the 
rules may be in conflict with the 
Treaty of Rome — a point the 
European Commission has emp- 
hasised to the Italian government. 

Even so progress on uns- 
hackling Italians from exchange 
controls has so far been small. 
Italy, said Dr. Dini. ought to aim 


tor the complete liberalisation of 
capital movements, but he added: 
“The still fragile state of the bal- 
ance of payments, as well as the 
potential demand for funds out- 
side of the country which has built 
up over the years of restriction, 
make us reject the risks of total 
liberalisation in the short term." 

Last year, however, the ministry 
Of foreign trade slackened the res- 
trictions on tourist spending abr- 
oad, and the curbs on Italians 
making foreign investments and 
lengthened the time businesses 
are'allowed to hold foreign exc- 
hange in Italy before having to 
turn it over to the authorities. 

The government has, however, 
presented to parliament a bill to 
reform the notorious Law 1 59. It 
raises from L5 million to LI 00 
million the level at which a cur- 
rency offence begins to carry a pri- 
son sentence instead of a fine, and 
reverses the much criticised pri- 
nciple of the law under which eve- 
rything is illegal except what the 
got cm mem specifically permits. 

But the law has still not been 
approved by parliament, despite 
having been presented in late 
1983. It has been held up by 
Communist opposition, though 
the party insists that it does not 
oppose the principle ot the mea- 
sure. only certain details. 

But the suspicion lurks that the 
party instinctively favours tight 
control* on capital movements. 
"Their opposition has held up this 
bill.” says Sig Dalla Yedova, 
"they may not call that obs- 
truction but I do." — Financial 
Time* news feature. 


Peanuts 



THEY CANCELED MY 
FAVORITE PROGRAM! 



I NEVER KNEW LIFE 
UA5 GOING TO BE 
SO HARP... 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



i know! 
I'MON 
AN 

elevator! 


IF VOU’ftE ON AN 
ELEVATOR YOU'RE | 
NOT WALKINGS 
up a flight of 




THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


,l6 fcS **9.7-*, c .•< i»**l 





‘Don't think of it as an incurable plumbing 
problem. Think of it as 'high-fiber' water." 


Andy Capp 


POOR OLD ADA'S SEEN , 
, BURGLED AND LOST -<J 
-ea-^-7 ALL HER SAVINGS — 



Brr SILLY REALLY, 
. KEEPING >OUR 
>- CASH IN 
THE HOUSE 
THESE DAYS 



^SORRV, PERCY. IN /WHOUSEIT^ 
NOT ONLY SILLY, |T'S IMPOSSIBLE^ 

dr 
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Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
i« by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Sorry, I've changed my mmd 


COUFS 


I n 

□ 

□ 




mm 

■■ 

mm 


DORRIT 



WMm 






YALWEE 


■ 

m 

■ 



VYH AT A HYPHEN 
PERMITS YOU 
TO C?0. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


tefnm^ou] 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbfes: AZURE BERET WALRUS ORIGIN 

Answer Some people might rise higher if they’d learn 
to do this— RISE EARLIER 
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Reagan, saying Soviets in 
Nicaraguan battlezones, 
urges support for rebels 



WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan has said 
Soviet military personnel are operating in Nic- 
araguan battlezones and he urged Americans to 
push Congress to pass his $14 million aid plan for 
anti-Sandinista rebels. 

In his weekly radio address, Mr. “We believe we can reach bip- 
Reagan dismissed an alternative artisan agreement with the Senate 
aid plan for Nicaragua proposed that would call for a ceasefire and 
by opposition Democrats in the negotiations, make clear the San- 
House of Representatives, saying distas are the problem ana aut- 
it was not a compromise but a horise humanitarian aid to the 
"shameful surrender” to Com- Contras," as the rebels are called, 
munisra. a senior White House official told 

_ _ .... Reuters. 

But Representative Jim Jones 

of Oklahoma, in the Democrats' Mr. Reagan and his Republican 
response, said the alternative was allies are intent on giving the aid 
a middle road plan that "offers directly to the Contras, who were 
clear incentives for all sides to created by the CIA in 1981 and 
move toward peace.” have received $80 million in U-S. 

■‘Out proposal will move dip- funds, 
lorn a tic pressure for peace to the ^ a tentative offered by opp- 
front burner and move military ( osiljon house Democrats would 
pressure to the back burner but h , $10 railIion in hum- 
Jteep both on the stove, the mod- aifan 2d to the Red Cross and 
erate Democrat said. aN< High Commission for Ref- 

Mr. Reagan faces serious defeat ugees outside Nicaragua and $4 
in a vote of Congress next week on million to Panama, Mexico, yen- 
his policy of military support for ezuela and Colombia to imp- 
rebels fighting the leftist San- lenient a regional peace plan, 
dinista government. 1* provides that Congress could 

As a result, he has now agreed g* ve Nicaragua economic aid if 
to use the funds as humanifarian Congress decides progress is being 
assistance in 1985 and is seeking made toward peace, 
to compromise with Republican Sponsors said the plan left open 
and Democratic Senate leaders. the possibility for Mr. Reagan to 


seek military aid for the rebels 
when the 1986 fiscal year begins 
Oct- 1- 

A major .force behind the alt- 
ernative, Mr. Jones said: "Lei 
there be no mistake we Democrats 
oppose the Sandinista gov- 
ernment’s repression of freedoms, 
its military ties with Cuba and the 
Soviet Union and its efforts to 
export unrest and war to its nei- 
ghbours.” 

Mr. Reagan said the Dem- 
ocratic proposal "would turn the 
democratic resistance into hom- 
eless refugees” by encouraging 
the Contras to leave Nicaragua 
and "aid aid the Soviet- 
Cuban-Sandioista effort to gee rid 
of the democratic resistance.” 

He said the United States had 
now "confirmed the presence of 
Russian military personnel in Nic- 
araguan battlezones.” 

He also charged that since Con- 
gress ended military aid to the 
Contras last October Moscow and 
its allies have provided the San- 
dinistas with vastly increased 
weaponry to "wipe out the dem- 
ocratic forces whOe they are most 
vulnerable.” 

Of next week's congressional 
vote, Mr. Reagan said : "Few votes 
will ever be so important to the 
survival of democracy in Latin 
America. Few voces will ever be so 
important to the national security 
of the United States.” 


6 hurt in violent Indian protests 


NEW DELHI (R) — At least six 
people were injured when troops 
opened fire Sunday to disperse an 
angry crowd in Baroda city in 
west India, the United News of 
India news agency reported. 

It said the army, called out this 
morning, fired six rounds at the* 
crowd to quell violence which had 
spread to the city from A lira- 
edabad. 60 kilometres away. 


About 16 people were killed in 
Ahmedabad last week in clashes 
triggered by student protests over 
a government policy reserving a 
quota of government jobs and 
university places for und- 
erprivileged classes and castes. 

The Press Trust of India rep- 
orted several violent incidents 
Saturday in Ahmedabad. Spo- 
radic stone-throwing and arson 


Vietnam to allow U.S. 
experts to visit crash site 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam will 
allow a team of U.S. experts to 
visit a B-52 crash site in June to 
examine the feasibility of rec- 
overing remains of missing Arne, 
ricans. Foreign Minister Nguyen 
Co Thach has said. 

He emphasised to foreign jou- 
rnalists at a press conference that 
the on-si te visit was only for a pre- 
liminary survey and appeared to 
rule out further visits unless the 
United States normalised its rel- 
ations with Vietnam. 

He said this was a special case 
"to whet their appetite.” 

Agreement to allow the team of 
experts to the crash site at Gia 
Lam 40 kilometres north east of 
Hanoi was reached after three- 
day talks with U.S. officials on the 
sensitive issue of American ser- 
vicemen reported missing in act- 
ion (MIA) in Vietnam. 

Mr. Thach said Vietnam all- 
owed Australian officials last year 
to make on-the-spot inv- 
estigations in areas around Dan- 
ang for missing Australians "bec- 
ause we have normal relations.” 

Similarly La so allowed the U.S. 
in February to excavate the crash 
site of an American warplane shot 
down in 1972 because the two* 
countries have diplomatic rel- 
ations. 

Mr. Thach. speaking to foreign 
journalists covering the 1 0th ann- 
iversary of the April 30 end of the 
Vietnam war. said in the absence 
of diplomatic ties it was difficult 
for Vietnam to allow U.S. officials 
to visit crash sites on a regular 
basis. 

"So why don’t we have dip- 
lomatic relations?" He asked. 

He said: "They (Washington) 
say we must sofve the question of 


MLAs because it is the wounds of 
war of the U-S. but the wounds of 
war of Vietnam are much bigger 
and heavier. 

"We can help to heal the wou- 
nds of war of the U.S. but the Uni- 
ted States has the responsibility to 
heal the wounds of war of Vie-, 
tnam too. A one-way traffic can- 
not work.” 

He said both countries agreed 
to normalise relations without 
additions in 1978 and were on 
the point of signing the agreement 
when Sino-U-S. ties were est- 
ablished. Now Washington dem- 
anded the withdrawal of Vie- 
tnamese forces from Kampuchea 
and progress on the MIA issue as 
preconditions for normalisation. 

"There is no precedent in int- 
ernational law that bilateral rel- 
ations must depend on a third 
country,” he said. 

Washington has repeatedly 
urged Vietnam to speed up work 
on resolving the MIA issue. It lists 
2.477 Americans as missing in 
Indochina, mostly in Vietnam. 

In addition Washington has 
demanded that Vietnam withdraw 
an estimated 180,000 troops it 
maintains in Kampuchea since 
overthrowing the Peking-backed 
Khmer Rouge in 1979. 

Mr. Thach said Vietnam was 
interested in normalising ties with 
the U.S. but it was not a decisive 
issue for survival. "We have sur- 
vived 4.000 years without rel- 
ations with the U.S. I’m sure we 
can survive some years more," he 
said. 

Ties with Washington would 
end the U.S. trade embargo aga- 
inst Vietnam and make it eligible 
to receive loans and aid from the 
Western World. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOHEN 

. W Tritunf K*J>a V*win me 


EQUAL TO THE OCCASION 


Q.l -Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ 7 ?KQ83 OATC43 *A34 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Ewt South West North 

1 + DWe Pa» 2 ? 

2 ♦ 7 

What action do you take. 

(£ 2 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

♦ 95 9KQJ1062 0 9 +A754 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 2 0 Dfalo P«m 

What action do you take? 

qj — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

♦ 3 7AQJ1063 ♦AKJ95 

The .bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 V 2 0 Dble 

What action do you take? 


Q.4-Both vulnerable, as South you 
• hold: 

♦ 83 TKQJ93 C-J5 +AK87 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 <7 2 0 Dbfe Pass 

7 

What action do you take? 

Q.5— As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4AQ85 f KQ976 *AJ82 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 7 Pass 2 0 Pass 

2 4 Pass 3 4 Paw 

7 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6— Aa South, vulnerable, you 
1 hold: 

♦ KJ76 <795 OA8762 *83 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 ? Pass Pass ? 

What action do you take? 



2nd bomb in two days 
explodes in Brussels 

BRUSSELS (R) - The second 

Sie of 

blast at the headquarters of central Brussels. 

NATO's Parliamentary, Ass- police are trying to establish 
embly. Belgian Radio reported, whether the attack is the work of 
The radio said there were no the people who'iast year began an 
casualties in Sunday’s explosion at a^-NATO bombing campaign 
the offices of the electronics firm aga i n s t military and political tar- 
AEG in the residential suburb of Belgium, under the name of 

Uccle. the Fighting Communist Cells 

But it said heavy damage was jcCQ. 
caused and a claim of res- . ■ „ months 

Feasibility by the Revolutionary . Their last 
From for Proletarian Action ‘■pwtt a icar bomb- 
(FRAP) was painted on the $jde of- side a U5. army jy 



the building. 

The attack destroyed archives 
in the four-storey, unoccupied off- 


tre in Brussels. 

A few occupants of nearby apa- 
rtments suffered shock or scr- 


IU U1C lUUi-SLOiCY, UUUVMiVIW' _JT o__ 

ices, wrecked a car and shattered arches from the 


windows. 

Philippe 


Deshorraes, 


urday’s blast which blew out win- 
dows and wrecked a car parked 
□ear a rear window of the ass- 


expected. 

A senior Belgian Interior Min- 


Tbe North Atlantic Assembly is 
independent of the North Atlantic 


Prince Charles and Princess Diana of Wales photographed by Lord 

Snowdon to mark the visit of the couple to Italy from April 19 to May secretary-general of the North near a rear window oi me a »- 

S. (AP wirephoto). Atlantic Assembly, had said Sat- embly building where the bomb 

urday that more attacks could be had been placed. 

_ , expected. The North Atlantic Assembly is 

P|*inPP I harlPSr unrip A senior Belgian Interior Min- independent of the North Atlantic 

X 1 IllvC 11*11 UllClC istry official saidkwas impossible Treaty Organisation (NATO), but 

_ T # to protect all possible targets for acts as a sort of parliamentary 

1X70 e O -71 rPnOTK COV bomb attacks in Brussels. support group for the alliance m 

I cpui w aa J Saturday's bomb blast ended a “ember states and . produces 

LONDON (R) - An uncle of . The Sunday Times said Chr- ^^^Scl^feB^ils ^ ^ A tomb^^ he CCCto- 

Prince Charles, future King of istoph headed a secret eav- SmSS^ecking «*d the evacuation of the con- 

fer clues to the guerrilla bombing ference hall at the assembly’ s last 
ofthe North Atlantic Assembly, plenary session in Brussels last 
whose members are par- November. Tie next session is due 
liaraentarians from NATO’s 16 in Stuttgart, West Germany, on 


continued into the night, it said. 

Ahmedabad has been hit by 
riots over the past two months. 
Troops were called out again last 
week and a curfew clamped on 
most of the city's old walled qua- 
rter following renewed violence. 

Several people have been killed 
and hundreds injured in two 
months of anti-reservation pro- 
tests in western and central India. 


Troops scour 
Karachi 
back streets 
for bodies 

KARACHI (R) — Armed troops 
accompanied by garbage col- 
lectors were scouring the narrow 
back streets of Karachi's curfew- 
bound Orangi area Sunday for 
mote victims of unrest which has 
already claimed 49 lives. 

By Saturday night troops had 
found seven rotting corpses in 
open sewers and houses burned in 
the worst spate of violence last 
Thursday. At least two bodies 
hauled out of the sewers were 
decomposed beyond recognition, 
one ambulance driver said. 

The dense working-class dis- 
trict, sealed off from the rest of 
Pakistan's largest city by a tight 
troop cordon and a strict curfew, 
echoed with rumours that officials 
ordered on-the-spot burials to 
conceal the actual number of 
dead. 

Authorities refused to confirm 
or deny this or any of the many 
other rumours feeding tensions 
between Biharis. the Urdu- 
speaking residents, and Pash tun 
migrants from the border near 
Afghanistan. 

Karachi newspapers carried 
only official statements for the 
second- day as authorities put pre- 
ssure on editors to ban the vivid 
accounts they had been pub- 
lishing, editors said. The gov- 
ernment also asked newspapers to 
not to publish photographs of the 
disturbed areas. 

Orangi residents said rival 
groups, who began fighting on 
Tuesday after a minibus with a 
Pash tun driver killed a female stu- 
dent, fought pitched battles on 
Thursday with axes, iron bars, 
daggers, guns and crude bombs. 

Doctors at hospitals outside 
Orangi. a west Karachi slum area 
of about 500,000 people, said at 
least-35 people were killed and 50 
injured on Thursday and two dur- 
ing a short curfew break on Fri- 
day. 

More than a dozen more were 
killed in other clashes in northern 
Karachi, now under control after 
four days of curfew. 

Witnesses said several Biharis. 
who came from what is now Ban- 
gladesh after opposing the cre- 
ation of a new state there, filled 
the hollowed leg bones of cows 
with explosives, nails and glass to 
make their bombs. 

Several were thrown into 
crowds of Pashtun workers, they 
said, blasting bits of bone and 
metal into the bystanders and us- 
ually killing one or two each time. 

One Pashtun took his revenge, 
setting fire to a Bihari-owned 
towel factory only 100 metres 
from a police station bristling with 
troops and constables wizh 
shoot-on-sight orders for looters 
and arsonists. 


LONDON (R) — An uncle of 
Prince Claries, future King of 
England, was a general in Hitler's 
SS, according to British new- 
spaper reports Sunday. 

The reports follow the dis- 
closure that the father of Princess 
Michael, married to Queen Eli- 
zabeth’s first cousin, was a long- 
term member of both the SS and 
the Nazi Party. 

The uncle. Prince Christoph "of 
Hess, married the sister of Prince 
Philip, the Queen's husband, acc- 
ording to reports in the Sunday 
Times and the Mail on Sunday 
newspapers. 

Buckingham Palace refused to 
comment. 

The Sunday Times said he was a 
brigadier-general in the SS and a 
close aide of Heinrich Himmler, 
head of the SS and the Gestapo. 
But it said the British tie was by 
marriage, not blood. 

Tie revelation about Princess 
Michael’s father last week pro- 
voked a genealogical chase among 
Britain's national press to find 
more Nazi links with the British 
Royal Family. 

As commentators pointed out, 
ilshould not be difficult as the ent- 
ire family is of German descent. 

The, Mail quoted Christoph’s 
son, J*rince Rainer, as saying: 
"The Queen and the Royal Family 
know about the SS connections. 
We have always been friends with 
our British cousins." 

Rainer, 46. said his family and 
the British Royal Family had had 
no contact for a long time after 
World War II because of the sen- 
sitive situation. 

"But my mother and the Duke 
of Edinburgh (Prince Philip) are 
brother and sister so there are no 
secrets between them.” the Mail 
quoted him as saying. 

The Prince said his father was 
purely an "honorary member” of 
the SS and had written to his wife 
“expressing doubts about the 
whole development of Nazi Ger- 
many” shortly before his death on 
active service in 1943. 


The Sunday Times said Chr- 
istoph headed a secret eav- 
esdropping unit which gathered 
information to help Hiderplan the 
invasion of Czechoslovakia and to 
deceive British Prime Minister 
Neville Chamberlain at the Mun- 
ich summit of 1938. 

Last December, according to 
Mail report. Prince Charles and 
Prince Philip attended a 70th bir- 
thday party for Princess Sophie, 
Christoph's widow and Philip’s 
sister. 

Two other newspapers, mea- 
nwhile. reported that documents 
received by Buckingham Palace 
from Germany had cleared Pri- 
ncess Michael's father, Baron 
Gunther von Reibnitz, of any war 
crimes. 

The Princess went on nat- 
ionwide television last week to teD 
of her “deep shame” when she 
learned of her father’s SS past. 

- Meanwhile Left-wing dem- 
onstrators in Milan. Italy, greeted 
the Prince and Princess of Wales 
when they arrived to see an opera 
.Saturday night. 

A small group waved placards 
asking: "Lady Di and Charles, 
have you ever been inside a coal 
mine?” — referring to a year-long 
British miners' strike which ended 
last month: 

Prince Charles, heir to the Bri- 
tish throne, and his wife Princess 
Diana went to .La Scala Opera 
house ro see Puccini's "Tur- 
andoL” 

Another group of protestors, 
who had recently been evicted 
from municipal housing in Milan, 
waved a sign in English reading: 
"House, work, not dole.” 

But most of. the 2,000 people 
waiting outside the opera house to 
see the couple on their first big 
public engagement of a 17-day 
official tour were in festive mood. 

The Prince and Princess — who 
wore a shocking-pink chiffon eve- 
ning dress — shared the rarely- 
occupied royal box at La Scala 
with the Mayor of Milan, Carlo 
Tognoli. 


member states. 


May 17-20. 


China appoints new 
ambassador to U.S. 


PEKING (AP) — China ann- 
ounced Sunday the appointment 
of veteran diplomat Han Xu as its 
next ambassador to the United 
States. 

The official Xinhua News Age- 
ncy identified Mr. Han as the 
"newly appointed" Chinese amb- 
assador to Washington in an art- 
icle on an interview be gave to the 
weekly "outlook” magazine. 

The change was expected but 
had not been previously ann- 
ounced by Peking. . 

Mr. Han was a former vice for- 
eign minister and deputy head of 
China's liaison office in Was- 
hington from 1973 to 1979 before 
the two nations established dip-' 
lomatic relations. He succeeds Mr. 
Zhang Wen jin, 70, who has held 
thepost since December 1982. 

China’s first ambassador to ■ 
Washington was Mr. Chai Zemin. 

Xinhua gave no other details 
about the change or Mr. Han’s 
background. 

Mr. Han is known to diplomats 
as a fluent English speaker who 
ran the American Department of 
the Foreign Ministry from 1979 to 
1982. He was a member of the 
Chinese delegation to the 1973 
Vietnam conference in Paris and 
served as a counselor at the Chi- 
nese embassy in Moscow in 
1964-65. 

The "outlook” interview quo- 
ted him as saying he has made 


many American friends over the 
past decade. 

"The great American people 
and their beautiful land have left a 
deep impression on me. 1 app- 
reciate the American people’s 
-practical spirit and their warmth 
and frankness,” he said. 

He said Sino-U.S. relations 
have improved since the exchange 
of visits by President Ronald Rea- 
gan and Premier Zhao Ziyang one 
year ago. 

Meanwhile Foreign Minis ter 
Wu Xueqian was quoted Sunday 
as saying China wants to nor- 
malise relations with Indonesia. 

Mr. Wu heads the Chinese del- 
egation to Wednesday’s ceremony 
in Bandung, Indonesia, com- 
memorating the 30th anniversary 
of the 29-nation Bandung Con- 
ference that foreshadowed the 
Non-Aligned Movement 

Indonesia suspended dip- 
lomatic relations with China in 
1967 because of Peking's alleged 
support for a communist coup att- 
empt. 

But the two nations announced 
a resumption of direct trade late 
last year and an Indonesian Cha- 
mber of Commerce and Industry 
delegation is scheduled to visit 
Peking at the end of April. 

Mr. Wu was interviewed in the 
weekly “outlook" (Liaowang) 
magazine, as reported Sunday by 
the official Xinhua News Agency. 


General dies in U.S. 
Air Force plane crash 


Taiwan rejects talks with 
China over detained ship 


AVOCA. Pennsylvania (AP) 

A U.S. Air Force jet overshot a 
runway, plunged down an emb- 
ankment and burst into flames 
Saturday, killing all five aboard, 
including a general who heads the 
Tactical Air Command, aut- 
horities said. 

Air Force Gen. Jerome F. 
O'Malley was aboard the twin- 
engine T-39, said Capi. Randy 
Morger, a spokesman for the 1st 
Tactical Fighter Wing at Langley 
Air Force Base, Virginia. The 
Tactical Air Command is the 
branch of the air force that ove- 
rsees fighter planes. 


The training plane crashed 
about 6 p.ra. at Wilkes- 
Barre-Scranton International 
Airport, said Maj. John Kir- 
kwood, an air force spokesman in 
Washington. 

Barbara La pone, , head of soc- 
ial services at Scranton State Gen- 
ial hospital, said Lackawanna 
Country coroner William Swe- 
eney told her five died indie crash. 

A man who watched the plane 
land said it overshot the runway ; 
and exploded. 

At the end of the runway is an 
embankment with a sheer drop of 
more than 100 feet, said Airport 
Director Robert Kemp. 


TAPEI (R) — Taiwan will not 1 
negotiate with Peking over a fre- 
ighter which it says was detained 
by China after a collision with 
Chinese fishing boats in the Tai- 
wan Strait, a senior official told 
reporters Sunday. 

The official from the Com- 
munications Ministry said gov- 
ernment leaders were holding 
emergency talks over the incident 
between the two ideological ene- 
mies. 

He said Taiwan's Nationalist 
government had decided not to 
initiate any negotiations with Pek- 
ing although it was concerned over 
the fate of the 13 crew. 

The ministry said Saturday that 
the 498-ton Ching Hung collided 
on Thursday night with a group of 
Chhtese fishing boats in the nar- 


row strait which separates Taiwan 
from the mainland. One of the 
Chinese vessels was sunk, a fis- 
herman was killed and eight were 
missing. 

The freighter was surrounded 
tby the fishing boats and taken to 
tthe Chinese port of 'Xiaraeo, the 
iminisny said. 

Government sources, here told 
Reuters that Defence and Foreign 
Ministry officials were inv- 
estigating how the collision occ-. 
umed in a sensitive military area. 

They . said the Nationalists 
would probably ask the Int- 
ernational Red Cross to secure the 
release of the ship and its crew. 

The sources said Taiwan did not 
'wish tp give the Chinese aa excuse 
to initiate direct contacts between 
the two sides. 


Karmal to convene grand assembly for ‘crucial decisions’ 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afg- 
hanistan will hold a traditional 
grand tribal assembly this week at 
which "crucial decisions” will be 
taken. Kabul Radio reported. 

The radio, monitored in Isl- 
amabad, said- the grand 
assembly — known as a Loya Jirga 
— had been called tor Tuesday by 
the presidium of the Rev- 
olutionary Council headed by Pre- 
sident Babrak Karmal. 

Delegates were selected last 
week at local assemblies in Afg- 
hanistan's 28 provinces after toe 
Communist government said it 
would call an assembly for the first 
time in eight years to muster sup- 
port in its seven-year-old war aga- 
inst rebels. 

The Loya Jirga would “take 
. crucial decisions against the ene- 
mies of the revolution and ind- 
ependence of our country*, the 
radio quoted Mr. Karmal as telling 
300,000 supporters during a rally 
in Kabul. 

The government’s surprise dec- 


ision to fall back on a traditional 
way of ruling the mountainous 
country came as exiled guerrilla 
parties in Pakistan struggled to 
form a united front 

Afghan exiles see the proposed 
assembly as a desperate attempt 
by Mr. Karmal to gain popular 
support for his government, which 
is supported by an estimated 
115,000 Soviet troops in its fight 
against the guerrillas. 

Resistance sources have said 
Loya Jirga members could be tar- 
gets for guerrilla attacks. 

The last partly-elected, partly- 
nominated Jirga was convened m 
1977 by then President Moh- 
ammad Daoud for the approval of 
a constitution. . 

Former King Zahir Shah con- 
vened an assembly in 1964, also to 
approve a constitution, which was 
abrogated by Mr. Daoud who was 
toppled and killed in the Marxist 
ooup of April 26, 1978. 

The new Loya Jirga session will 
be held three days before the ann- 


iversary of the coup. 

A list of organising committee 
members read out over the radio 
indicated that Communist Party 
officials, pro-government clergy 
and deputies to earlier assemblies 
— presumably local chieftains 
now supporting Kabul — would 
dominate the gathering. 

In addition, there would be rep- 
resentatives of nomads, champion 
wrestlers and leading players of 
Buzkashi, the national sport in 
which horsemen hurl a dec- 
apitated goat into a scoring circle. 

Among the organisers the radio 

mentioned was Ismatullah Muslim 
Achakzai, a former guerrilla 
commander near Kandahar who 
fell out with other rebels last year 
over arms distribution and began 
ambushing guerrilla convoys ins- 
ide Afghanistan to arm his men. 

Meanwhilea prominent Afghan 
rebel leader who commanded 
guerrillas from a mountain base, 
near Kabul has been kilted by 
pro-government forces, his 
P akistan -based party announced 


Saturday. 

Maulvi Shafiullah, a renowned 
fighter_ with the large Harakat- 
I-Inquilab-I-Islami Party, died 
about five days ago when missiles 
pounded his base in the Koh- 
I-Safi Mountain, it said. 

He was the second senior com-' 
mander to be killed in the past 
four months as thc nesult of a new 

Soviet strategy apparently anued 

at decimating die resistance lea- 
dership. 

Zabihuilah, the Jamiat-I-isJami 
1 commander for four provinces in 
northern Afghanistan, . was killed 
by a Jand mme near Maair- 
I-Sharjf m December. Many 
few-known local leaders have 
been ambushed by airborne com- 
mando units and killed this year. 

A soft-spoken man in his thi- 
rties, Shafiullah had eaniier this 
month fought off a fierce Soviet 
and Afghan attack on Koh-I-Safi, 
•an uninhabited mountain where 
guerrillas use caves as homes, 
bases and bomb shelters. 


Veteran Kuwaiti 
diplomat dies 

KUWAIT (AP) — The Kuwait 
Foreign Ministry on Sunday eul- 
ogised veteran diplomat Moh- 
ammad Zaid A1 Harbash who died 
in a New York hospital after a 
brief illness. He was 55. A Foreign- 
Ministry statement said Mr. Har- 
bash died on Friday at Yale-New 
Haven hospital “after suffering 
from a chronic disease.” He was 
survived by his wife and two sons. 
During the past three decades Mr. 
Harbash served as Kuwait’s amb- 
assador to Japan. Italy and China. 
He was also named as director 
general of protocol at the Foreign 
Ministry here, a counsellor at the*- 
Kuwait embassy in London, and 
other posts here in Kuwait:. The 
statement added that Mr. Harbash 
was to be buried here Monday. 

Christina Ferrare 
marries TV chief 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Former 
model Cristina Ferrare, who filed 
for divorce from carmaker John 
de Lorean a month after he was 
acquitted of drug charges, has 
married television executive Ant- 
hony Thoraopoulos, family mem- 
bers said. Sire had been marrie. 1 - 
for 11 years to De Lorean, 60/ 
who was accused of seeking a 
S 24-million cocaine deal to save 
his failing sDortscar factory in Nor- 
thern Ireland. The divorce bec- 
ame final on April 5. Ms. Ferrare, 
34, spent every day of De Lor- 
ean's four-month trial in the cou- 
rtroom.. She wore an off-white 
wedding gown for her wedding to 
Thomopoulos, president of the 
broadcast group of the ABC TV 
network. The ceremony took 
place at the Beverly Hills home of 
Wallis Annenberg, daughter of 
former U.S. Ambassador to Bri- 
tain Waiter Annenberg. Still to be 
decided is the division .of property . 
with De Lorean. The De Loreans* 
have an adopted son, Zachary, 13, 
and a daughter, Kathryn, six. 
Under the divorce agreement, 
Zachary lives with De Lorean and 
Kathryn with Ferrare. 

Peking puts spitting 

under microscope 

* * 

PEKING (R) — Peking wifi set up 
street displays erf sputum under 
microscopes to back up a swe- 
eping new campaign against spi- 
tting, the city government said 
Sunday. Under new rules, people 
who spit in public face fines and r 
public reprimand and will be made 
to clean it up, the New China 
News Agency quoted the gov- 
ernment as saying. To help inc- 
orrigible spitters, factories have 
begun producing specially- 
designed paper tissues, while the 
microscopes and booklets will 
drive home the harm done by spi- 
tting in public. Each enterprise 
and neighbourhood must set up 
anti-spitting squads to supervise 
the new rules, which go into effect 
on May 20, the agency said. 

Ponti wins appeal 
on currency charge 

ROME (AP) — Italian film pro- 
ducer Carlo Ponti won a second 
appeal of a 1979 conviction on 
charges of illegally exporting cur- 
rency outside Italy, Italian News 
Agencies (ANSA) reported. 
ANSA said Saturday night that 
Ponti, husband of film star Sophia 
Iroren. was found innocent by the 
Court of Cassation. The court 
upheld a decision by a lower court 
of appeals handed down in 1981. 
Ponti was convicted of the illegal 
transfer of $1 1 million 1979. He 
was sentenced to four years in jail 
and a f me of 22 billion lire ($24 
million then). The first appeals . 
court ruled in 1981 that there war’-" 
insufficient evidence to convict' 
me famed producer, now 71 - 
y ears -old. The prosecutor app- 
ealed the case to the Court of Cas- 
sation, which also ruled in Pood’s 
Favour. 

6 Chinese executed 
for opium trading 

J^NMING, China (AP) — Six 
Chinese have been executed in the 
past year for opium sm uggling in 
xunnan province across the for- . 
per from the Golden Triangle, an 

drug hub, according ~ 
to death posters in the provincial 
capital of Kunming. Y unnan, a 


Jobber trees, lies just north of the 
triangle where Burma, Laos and 
northern Thailand meet. It is a 
poppy-growing region identified 
as a prime source of the world’s ■ 
uncit opium and its refined pro- 

forbids use of>- 
ana trafficking in narcotics, which** ' 
was rampant in parts of the cou- 
““ 1949 Con > rounist 








